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Larry V. Hedges, Ingram Olkin : Statistical Methods for Meta-Analysis  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Statistical Methods for Meta-Analysis: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is my least favorite of the half dozen methanalysis texts I have 
readBy ARGThis is my least favorite of the half dozen methanalysis texts I have read. This book is very education and 
psychology based without any warning. It is also very technical with the little motivation. The math itself is well 
presented it just seems to arrive from nowhere. I would skip this one unless you are educ/psych and very well versed 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0123363802


already in metaanalysis33 of 34 people found the following review helpful. masterpiece on meta-analysesBy Michael 
R. ChernickPrior to the publication of this text in 1984, there was a scattered statistical literature on combining 
information from several data sources or experiments to produce stronger statistical analyses. The idea dates back to 
an early paper by R. A. Fisher for combining p-values.Hedges and Olkin with this book provided a systematic and 
rigorous treatment of the subject. They had seen the technique being used (and sometimes abused) in the social 
sciences and in education in particular. This book was the first source to compile the results from a scattered literature 
into a systematic treatment of the classical statistical approach to meta-analysis. It is still the best source for the 
subject.Today meta-analysis is common in studies in medical research. Similar Bayesian approaches through the use 
of Bayesian Hierarchical Models are also aimed at the same goals as meta-analysis. See for example the recent text by 
Stangl and Berry.

The main purpose of this book is to address the statistical issues for integrating independent studies. There exist a 
number of papers and books that discuss the mechanics of collecting, coding, and preparing data for a meta-analysis , 
and we do not deal with these. Because this book concerns methodology, the content necessarily is statistical, and at 
times mathematical. In order to make the material accessible to a wider audience, we have not provided proofs in the 
text. Where proofs are given, they are placed as commentary at the end of a chapter. These can be omitted at the 
discretion of the reader.Throughout the book we describe computational procedures whenever required. Many 
computations can be completed on a hand calculator, whereas some require the use of a standard statistical package 
such as SAS, SPSS, or BMD. Readers with experience using a statistical package or who conduct analyses such as 
multiple regression or analysis of variance should be able to carry out the analyses described with the aid of a 
statistical package. 

"This book brings a new level of statistical sophistication to the problem of comining quantitative measures from 
different studies. The book will be widely used and admired."AMERICAN SCIENTIST"Within its scope and for its 
intended audience, Statistical Methods for Meta-Analysis is... the best of several books on meta-analysis currently 
available. It belongs in the libraries of schools of education and of medicine, and in departments of economics, 
polictical science, psychology, sociology, and statistics. Anyone regularly engaged in meta-analysis will want to own 
it."JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION 


