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Dr. Alan Hoenig : Learn to Read Chinese Fast! Simplified Characters: Master 2,197 Characters in No Time 
(An EZChinesey Guide)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Learn to Read Chinese Fast! Simplified Characters: Master 2,197 Characters in No Time (An EZChinesey 
Guide): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A must for all Chinese learners!By Erich WeiglI am living and 
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working in China for about five years. Having decided to stay here many more years, I decided that being fluent in 
Chinese is a must. Therefore I started to learn to speak, read and write Chinese for about two years.I would say that I 
can manage some basic Chinese writing but I basically face the problem that I need a lot of context to understand the 
meaning of certain sentences. To recognize individual words or characters is often difficult.Adapting the often 
practiced way of simply reviewing the characters thousands of times was not too appealing to me. Since I have a 
fulltime job and a busy social life I was always looking for a more efficient way.By chance I figured out Dr. Alan 
Hoenigs book. It was like discovering the Holy Grail to me.Having a complete list of the most important 2200 
Characters and an easy-to-memory-story for every single one is a huge advantage.It is much faster, more fun and 
efficient way to learn the Chinese Characters than struggling with ordinary strategies.This book is suitable for all 
levels of Chinese learners from being a beginner till advanced ones. All can benefit.For all the people who want a 
quick progress and have no time to waste. Absolute value for money!2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
In general I love the bookBy karek32In general I love the book, exept for the fact that it contains some mistakes that 
ought to be avoided specially in a learning tool. Ex: the chinese blood () symbol's pinyin is mistakenly xie instead of 
xue or the symbol universe () is wrongly translated to "all the time" surprisingly even the story attached is also 
referring to the wrong meaning.

The memory technique pioneered in this book removes the major obstacle to learning modern Mandarin Chinese: how 
to remember the meanings of more than 2,000 of the most common simplified Chinese characters (those in use in 
mainland China)enough to read more than 96 percent of the characters in any Chinese text. Like the previous edition, 
this essential guide teaches how to learn new character definitions at a breakneck pace, how to build up new characters 
using characters already learned, and how to fix meanings and characters forever in the mind. Now boasting an all-
new, clearer layout, this version has been updated to include stroke-order diagrams for drawing every character, all 
meanings and pronunciations for each character, revision of many narratives for increased clarity, and inclusion of a 
number of new characters. Though neither a study guide to the Chinese language, a history of the development of 
Chinese characters, nor a Chinese phrase guide, the book provides an indispensable system for the rapid memorization 
of the meanings of Chinese characters. It also provides access to free downloads of flashcards and review material.

"Alan Hoenig makes learning and remembering Chinese characters fun and easy. Sharing his secrets to mastering 
2,000 of the most common Chinese characters, Hoenig has produced one of the best books I have come across for 
learning the language spoken by more than a billion people around the world." Dr. Choon Fong Shih, president, 
National University of Singapore 


