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Anne Curzan, Michael P. Adams: How English Works: A Linguistic Introduction before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised How English Works: A Linguistic Introduction:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Got it on time and in BETTER than GOOD conditionBy
lelleMarieY ou underestimated the quality of the book ... it islike NEW, not GOOD ;-) Thanks for the speedy
shipment! 6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great book if you ignore the annoying style.By Superbug
Safety This was the required text for an English/Linguistics class that | took, and it's fantastic as an introduction or
refresher. It surveys the most important fields in linguistics and gives equal time to each subfield, even going into
traditionally ignored areas like Stylistics. The layout makes everything clear, there are plenty of charts, and there'sa
helpful glossary in the back for quick reference. It helps to reread some areas, specifically those on syntax, but it's
worth the effort. There are also mini-profiles on selected linguistics who have made an impact in the field, and this
helps to put aface on what at first seem like cold, technical theories. Linguisticsis a great field, and this book does
much to pique the reader'sinterest in it. | would highly recommend this book to any English student who's interested


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0321121880

in the structure of English and is considering getting into Linguistics. The information in it is that good.While the
information is fantastic, the tone of the book is a bit too college-y for my taste. | realize that thistext isfor college
students, but frequent references to dorms rooms scattered with pizza boxes and staying out late with "bros" can get
annoying. Also, the authors can get too clever at times, like when they explain how nouns work by using the noun
"noun” asthe example. Cute, but likely to confuse the dickens out of someone who's not used to the subject.That's a
minor quibble with an otherwise fantastic book. For those who question it's use as an introductory text for future
linguistics students, | can only suggest that by becoming intimately familiar with how your own language works, you
will be better prepared to tackle something as complicated as Tsez or Hadza. Thistext keeps the examplesin familiar
territory, and once someone is comfortable enough they can then use what they know to pick apart something
unfamiliar. After thistext, something like Ladefoged's " Course In Phonetics' may be the next logical step.3 of 3
people found the following review helpful. Great book if you're interested in EnglishBy T. Barrl was assigned this
book for aclass | was taking, Modern English Grammer, and to be honest, as much as | enjoy English | was not
looking forward to reading a book about how it works! This one, however, iswritten in an informitive, yet readable
format. Meaning - it teaches and breaks down what it needs to, but there are interesting stories and tidbits to explain,
apply, etc. All inall, I thought it was areally good book for thisfield and if you're interested in English as a teacher or
student thisis a good book to add to your bookshelf.

This accessible introduction to the structure of English, general theoriesin linguistics, and important issuesin
sociolinguistics, isthe first text written specifically for English and Education majors. This engaging introductory
language/linguistics textbook provides more extensive coverage of issues of particular interest to English majors and
future English instructors. It invites al students to connect academic linguistics to the everyday use of the English
language around them. The books approach taps students natural curiosity about the English language. Through
exercises and discussion questions about ongoing changes in English, How English Works asks students to become
active participants in the construction of linguistic knowledge.



