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william o'connell : Homeless in Paradise: Communicating with the Bohemian Venice Beach Subculture  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Homeless in Paradise: 
Communicating with the Bohemian Venice Beach Subculture: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS I HAVE READBy Mrs. Sylvia L. 
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RomeroAmazing book--will be a best seller! Never, did I think a book about homeless people could have such an 
impact in my way of thinking. I could not put the book down, read 180 pages before I did. This author brings these 
real-life characters to life as their voice becomes the readers passion.The colorful true stories the author captured are 
incredible; funny, absolutely crazy, and unforgettable from the Vietnam Veteran, to Crazy Mary (my favorite) arrested 
200 times, to the Captain of wild and Bohemian Venice Beach. The powerful story of the Chief with a PhD in Nuclear 
Astrophysics, homeless more than twenty years just left me mind-boggled. Worth reading! In fact, I will share this 
book with everyone I know, especially since the author is donating to childhood cancer research.This is a must read 
for psych, sociology, chemical dependancy, and criminal justice majors. How the author got the homeless to cooperate 
in this powerful book is amazing! I will never forget this book. Sylvia Romero

Take an eye-opening, thought provoking journey into the underbelly of this heart wrenching lifestyle. Read fascinating 
stories by Professor O'Connell who captures the mood, spirit, and torturing thoughts of ten random homeless people 
ranging from people with mental illness to the consciousness of one of the most spiritual homeless, a Native American 
man who is an Astrophysicist with a PhD called "The Chief" who has been a civil rights activist through all of the 
movements against oppression, which transformed America in the 1960's, homeless twenty-seven years. Relive the 
stories of broken war torn Vietnam Veterans, homeless transsexuals and the chilling cruelty of public ridicule they 
face to the story of a homeless woman who has appeared on the show COPS, arrested more than 180 times after a 
horrific tragedy defines her life to which she has never been able to recover. She leads the author into the center of 
underground homeless. Now a made for TV Documentary--called Voices in the Sand.


