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From Brand: Rutgers University Press : Home Girls: A Black Feminist Anthology  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Home Girls: A Black Feminist Anthology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. thank youuuuBy Customerthis was the perfect book for me as I seek 
to learn more about my people and my culture. I received it promptly and it's exactly what I wanted.4 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. Second Wave FeminismBy Stephania D. ByrdI remember when this anthology 
was first released; this copy is my replacement copy. It was an interesting read and stands the test of time. I was in my 
twenties and now 30 years later I can see how the future Smith championed has come to fruition. It is worth having on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813527538


one's book shelf.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A MARVELOUS AND DIVERSE COLLECTION 
OF WRITINGSBy Steven H ProppBarbara Smith also edited But Some Of Us Are Brave: All the Women Are White, 
All the Blacks Are Men: Black Women's Studies.This 1983 collection includes contributions from writers/artists such 
as Gloria T. Hull, June Jordan, Audre Lorde, Bernice Johnson Reagon, Pat Parker, and Alice Walker.She wrote in the 
Introduction, "'Home Girls' has been a long time coming... I wanted the new anthology to represent Black feminism at 
the present time and to retain its literary focus... It joins a growing body of work by Black and other Third World 
women that addresses issues of sexual politics... I hope that 'Home Girls' will inspire each of you to think deeply and 
to read more about Third World women than this book can contain. I sincerely hope that 'Home Girls' is upsetting, 
because being upset is often the first step toward change."Here are some additional quotations from the book:"The 
concept of the black family has been exploited since the publication of the infamous Moynihan report... Because the 
insular, privatized nuclear family is upheld as the model of Western family stability, all other forms---for example, the 
extended family, the female-headed family, the lesbian family---are devalued." (Pg. 200)"bell hooks' Ain't I a Woman: 
Black Women and Feminism ... seems to purposely ignore the existence and central contributions of black lesbians in 
the feminist movement... the most resounding shortcoming of this work ... is its omission of any discussion of lesbian 
feminism... hooks does not even mention the word 'lesbian' in her book. This is unbearable. Ain't lesbians women, 
too?" (Pg. 205)"Many Black Lesbians still identify the feminist movement with white women and they have real 
problems with white women." (Pg. 301)"I don't think it's correct to describe the insensitivities we may exhibit toward 
each other as racist. Racism is not a personal affliction. It's a system of attitudes and behaviors. It's institutionalized 
and is a means to justify exploitation. We as Black people do not have at our disposal the means to enforce a system of 
superiority and exploitation." (Pg. 316)"And you became aware of that you tried to talk to these movement people 
about how you felt. And they say, 'Let's take that up next week. Because the most important thing now is that Black 
people are being oppressed and we must work with that.' Watch these mono-issue people. They ain't gonna do you no 
good." (Pg. 362)

The pioneering anthology Home Girls features writings by Black feminist and lesbian activists on topics both 
provocative and profound. Since its initial publication in 1983, it has become an essential text on Black women's lives 
and writings. This edition features an updated list of contributor biographies and an all-new preface that provides a 
fresh assessment of how Black women's lives have changed-or not-since the book was first published.Contributors are 
Tania Abdulahad, Donna Allegra, Barbara A. Banks, Becky Birtha, Julie Carter, Cenen, Cheryl Clarke, Michelle Cliff, 
Michelle T. Clinton, Willie M. Coleman, Toi Derricotte, Alexis De Veaux, Jewelle L. Gomez, Akasha (Gloria) Hull, 
Patricia Jones, June Jordan, Audre Lorde, Raymina Y. Mays, Deidre McCalla, Chirlane McCray, Pat Parker, Linda C. 
Powell, Bernice Johnson Reagon, Spring Redd, Gwendolyn Rogers, Kate Rushin, Ann Allen Shockley, Barbara 
Smith, Beverly Smith, Shirley O. Steele, Luisah Teish, Jameelah Waheed, Alice Walker, and Renita Weems.

The survival of these women and their joy makes Home Girls very satisfying. 


