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Lyle Campbell : Historical Linguistics: An Introduction (MIT Press)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Historical Linguistics: An Introduction (MIT Press): 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great Text, but...By CustomerHave been using this for a class for 
about a month. LOVE the subject matter and organization. The writing could be a bit simpler/clearer at times, but I 
haven't had too much trouble. The only real issue I have is the lack of use of IPA symbols. Well, they are in there 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=026251849X


sometimes, but when I'm trying to do an exercise, it can get really confusing trying to figure out what sound is 
represented when he uses a combination of different systems (sometimes within the same exercise)! For instance, we 
just worked on an exercise about Japanese loanwords and sound changes going from English to Japanese. I know what 
sounds are in the English words because I speak English (though IPA might have been nice here), but I don't know 
how all of the sounds in the Japanese words sound. I can kinda guess that Japanese vowels are like Spanish vowels, 
but how do I pronounce this 'j'? Or any other letter, for that matter? Also, there are a couple of typos around within the 
data in some exercises.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy JennyArrived a day lateNot 
worth the cost0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Tony VelasquezAmazing and thorough 
introduction to Historical Linguistics.

The new edition of a comprehensive, accessible, and hands-on text in historical linguistics, revised and expanded to 
reflect recent developments in the field.This accessible, hands-on textbook not only introduces students to the 
important topics in historical linguistics but also shows them how to apply the methods described and how to think 
about the issues. Abundant examples and exercises allow students to focus on how to do historical linguistics. The 
book is distinctive for its integration of the standard topics with others now considered important to the field, including 
syntactic change, grammaticalization, sociolinguistic contributions to linguistic change, distant genetic relationships, 
areal linguistics, and linguistic prehistory. It also offers a defense of the family tree model, a response to recent claims 
on lexical diffusion/frequency, and a section on why languages diversify and spread. Examples are taken from a broad 
range of languages; those from the more familiar English, French, German, and Spanish make the topics more 
accessible, while those from non-Indo-European languages show the depth and range of the concepts they 
illustrate.This third edition includes new material based on the latest developments in the field, increased coverage of 
computational approaches, and additional exercises. Many of the chapters have been revised or expanded, with new 
coverage of such topics as morphological change, language families, language isolates, language diversity, the Romani 
migration case, and misconceptions in recent work about historical linguistics. New for this edition is a downloadable 
instructor's manual with answers to exercises.

-- Theo Vennemann, Department of Linguistics, University of Munich-- William Poser, Department of Linguistics, 
University of Northern British Columbia" The absolutely best textbook in historical linguistics." -- Theo Vennemann, 
Department of Linguistics, University of Munich" The textbook of choice for courses in historical linguistics." -- 
William Poser, Department of Linguistics, University of Northern British Columbia quot; The absolutely best textbook 
in historical linguistics. quot; -- Theo Vennemann, Department of Linguistics, University of Munich quot; The 
textbook of choice for courses in historical linguistics. quot; -- William Poser, Department of Linguistics, University 
of Northern British Columbia"The absolutely best textbook in historical linguistics."-- Theo Vennemann, Department 
of Linguistics, University of Munich"The textbook of choice for courses in historical linguistics."-- William Poser, 
Department of Linguistics, University of Northern British ColumbiaAbout the AuthorLyle Campbell is Professor of 
Linguistics at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. He is the author of American Indian Languages: The Historical 
Linguistics of Native America and Historical Syntax in Cross-Linguistic Perspective (with Alice C. Harris), both of 
which won the Linguistic Society of America's prestigious Leonard Bloomfield Book Award, and other books. 


