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Sarah L. Johnson : Historical Fiction: A Guideto the Genre (Genreflecting Advisory Series) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Historical Fiction: A Guide to the Genre

(Genreflecting Advisory Series):

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. ComprehensiveBy CariolaThis guide is very comprehensive. The
intro gives a good background to historical fiction, it's history, and the various genres. It breaks down into categories
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based on period and location, giving examples of novelsin each. Also included are websites that would be of interest
to those who read and write historical fiction.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Historical FictionBy N.
S. Houstonl readlly like this series (Genreflecting Advisory Series) and this volumeis very good. It was chocked full of
recommended historical fiction works, mostly titles from the 1990's and early 2000's, but titles that will stand up over
time for recommendation in the genre.0 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Useless bookBy Judy M.
IwenThis book just contains an old list of historical novels and a brief summary of their story. So, tell me again why |
bought this.

Unlike guides that take a simple geographic-chronological approach to listing historical fiction, this book takes a genre
approach, with chapters devoted to historical romances, mysteries, adventures, etc. By grouping titles by subgenre and
theme, and describing their features and plots, it guides usersto similar titles and read-alikes. Focusing on English-
language novels published since the mid '90s, plus the perennial favorites commonly availablein libraries, it details
3,800 books set in times prior to the mid-20th century. Appendices contain lists of award-winning titles and targeted
reading lists. Detailed indexes are available for authors, titles, subjects, time/place, and character names. An essential
guide for readers advisors and other professionals who guide readers in book selection, this book will also aid in
collection development.Recent burgeoning reader interest in historical fiction has created a tremendous outpouring of
historical novels from the publishing world. While there are several guides devoted to historical novels, they take a
simple geographic-chronologica approach, and do not organize titlesin away that effectively matches reading
preferences. In contrast, this book takes a genre approach to historical fiction, with chapters devoted to historical
romances, historical mysteries, historical adventures, and so forth. By grouping titles by subgenre and theme, and
describing their features and plots, the book will guide usersto similar titles and read-alikes. Focusing on English-
language novels published since the mid '90s plus the perennial favorites commonly available in libraries, this book
guides you and your patrons to more than 3,800 books set in times prior to the mid-20th century and in which
historical events play an integral role. Chapters are organized according to subgenre and type, i.e., traditional, epics,
romance, sagas, westerns, crime, adventure, thrillers, literary, inspirational, time-slip, aternate histories, and fantasy.
Within chapters, Johnson further groups the titles according to sub-subgenres and time/place. In addition to
bibliographic information and brief plot summaries, you'll find information on award winners, biographical novels,
classics, and indications of titles appropriate for young adults and book groups. Appendixes contain lists of award-
winning titles and targeted reading lists (e.g., historical fiction featuring Latinos). Further accessto thetitlesis
provided by detailed indexes for authors, titles, subjects, time/place, and character names. This guide will give you a
deeper understanding of the historical fiction genre, update you on new titles, reacquaint you with classics, and help
you easily identify read-alikes and book club selections for your patrons. It will also help you find fiction titles set in
particular times and places to complement curriculum needs or meet specific areas of interest. An essential guide for
readers advisors and other professionals who guide readersin their book selections, this book will also aid collection
development specialists and educators. Y oung adult and adult. Grades 10 and up.

From Booklist* Starred * Libraries Unlimited has added another outstanding reader's advisory reference work to its
Genreflecting Advisory Series. This new entry covers historical fictionin al its many forms, defining the genre and
analyzing its appeal to help librarians better understand what draws readers. For Johnson, historical fiction must take
place prior to 1950 and be written from research, not personal experience. Since historical fiction is such alarge genre,
she focuses her coverage on books published between 1995 and mid-2004, although she also includes classic works by
such notable writers as Georgette Heyer, James Michener, and Mary Renault. Following a chapter that discusses
appeal factors such as time period, setting, historical content, level of realism, pacing, characterization, subject, and
dialogue, titles are organized by 13 subgenres: traditional historical novels, multiperiod epics, romance, sagas,
westerns, mysteries, adventure, thrillers, literary fiction, Christian fiction, time-dlip stories, alternate history, and
fantasy. Each subgenre is broken down by time, place, or subject. The listings for books give author, title, publisher,
publication date, number of pages, keyword subject headings, and an annotation summarizing the story and the appeal
factors, thus showing librarians how each title relates to readers' interests. Symbols identify award winners,
biographical stories, and classics and indicate whether atitle is appropriate for reading groups and young adults. For a
series, such as Diana Gabaldon's Outlander series, the entry provides a description of the series as awhole in addition
to listing individual titles. One-chapter treatment of Christian fiction, mystery, and historical romance cannot match
the depth librarians will find in such Genreflecting volumes as Christian Fiction: A Guide to the Genre (2002), Murder
in Retrospect: A Selective Guide to Historical Mystery Fiction (2005), and Romance Fiction: A Guide to the Genre
(1999). Y et Johnson is generally able to give agood summary of each of these subgenres and cover the major writers,
although Amanda Quick, one of the best-known and best-loved Regency romance writers, is excluded from the
chapter "Romancing the Past." Johnson's inclusion of chapters on time travel, alternate history, and fantasy is
important. While acknowledging that not all historical fiction readers will be interested in these subgenres, she points
out the many appeal factors that might make them good reads for historical fiction lovers. Rounding out the volume



are a chapter on resources for librarians; reading lists grouped by plot, pattern, or theme; and indexes by author, title,
and series; historical character; place and time; and subject.Other guidesto historical fiction, such as Virginia Brokow
Gerhardstein's Dickinson's American Historical Fiction (Scarecrow, 1986) and Daniel McGarry's World Historical
Fiction Guide (Scarecrow, 1973), and their updates, Lynda Adamson's American Historical Fiction (Oryx, 1999) and
World Historical Fiction (Oryx, 1999), are arranged by time and place rather than subgenre. Johnson's 1995 cutoff
means librarians must hold on to these older volumes. Even so, Historical Fiction: A Guide to the Genre is a must-
have for public and high-school librarians, who will find it an essential tool for understanding the genre, developing
collections, and advising patrons. Merle JacobCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved " Johnson
provides a well-researched, exhaustive guide to recent historical fiction, a genre popular with both scholars and casual
readers. Johnson's work covers 3,800 annotated and cross-referenced entries arranged by specifically defined
subgenres. Each category, e.g., Traditional Historical Novels, Historical Thrillers, Time-Slip Novels, is subdivided
further by world region and historical era. Anintroductory essay traces the literary significance of historical fiction
from its beginnings with Sir Walter Scott in the early 19th century. The annotations also indicate benchmarks of the
genre, award winners, and titles recommended for young adults and reading groups. Appendixes include suggested
online resources, information on writers' associations, lists of award winners, and indexes by author, setting, and
historical character. Overall, thisis an excellent resource. Highly recommended. All levels." - Choice"This welcome
addition to the readers advisor's reference shelf by Johnson, reference librarian at Eastern Illinois University and
historical fiction editor, isan excellent, detailed reference tool for readers advisors to use with patrons, in collection
development, and in expanding personal genre knowledge. Like other titlesin the Genreflecting Advisory series, this
resource is organized by subgenre, explains the appeal factors of each, and includes brief, well-written plot summaries
of every title. Unlike other historical fiction references usually organized by time period and geographic setting, this
tool groups titles on the basis of style and similarity of theme. This makes sense, as readers often choose historical
fiction primarily by these attributes.Abundant title suggestions from a wide range of perspectives and topics will
please readers, and up-to-date entries ensure success in finding books on the shelves. Librarians will find the
Resources for Librarians section most useful, and a strong index provides traditional access points for those seeking
fictional treatment of specific time periods or historical figures, geographic coverage, and particular authors or titles.
Highly recommended for public libraries." - Library Journal"lts primary audience is collection development and
reader's advisory librarians; however, readers and genre fans will enjoy scanning this book. | recommend the
Historical Fiction: A Guide to the Genre as a necessary addition for public libraries. Many college and university
libraries will also want to purchase thistitle. | also recommend that, if funds permit, a second copy of this book be
purchased for the circulating collection. Then historical fiction readers can spend a delightful time selecting their next
titlesto read.” - Collection Management"For libraries seeking a single guide for the genre, with a substantial number
of recent books, this excellent addition to the series works." - Reference s'The whole work is clearly and consistently
laid out, very well constructed and signposted, and so helps any reader or reader's adviser not only unlock the likely
works they might seek but also, and probably more importantly, find alot of subject matter they were not seeking but
will now want to read. Put al this together with an informed and informative discussion of the whole genrein the
book's introduction and you have a model of awork of its kind, where contents and layout combine with a clarity and
convenience that yet again show a book as matching any web site for accessibility and user friendliness. Thisisa
guide that will serve just about any library that can afford it: for once | would suggest that its price is not so high asto
put it out of the reach of many smaller libraries where it will prove an invaluable resource for awide range of readers
looking for new titles. An invaluable resource guide." - VOY A"Libraries unlimited has added another outstanding
reader's advisory reference work to its Genreflecting Advisory Series. This new entry covers historical fictionin all its
many forms, defining the genre and analyzing its appeal to help librarians better understand what draws readers. A
must-have for public and high-school librarians, who will find it an essential tool for understanding this genre,
developing collections, and advising patrons.” - Booklist, Starred "A marvelous achievement. An impressive work." -
The Historical Novels About the AuthorSarah L. Johnson is Reference Librarian and Assistant Professor at Booth
Library, Eastern Illinois University. A longtime reader and collector of historical novels, Johnson isthe American
book review editor for Historical Novels (a historical fiction review journal for the United States and Great Britain)
and serves as NoveL.ist's historical fiction editor.



