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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A standard reference for scholars and policy makersBy Boban S. M.
PesicFinally, a comprehensive and coherent volume on Y ugoslavia from a Balkan expert and an | PE scholar. The post-
Cold War literature on international relations of Y ugoslavia's demise, in its substance and method, for the most part,
has not discriminated between truth and opinion -- between what is true objectively and rationally, supported by
evidence and illuminated by reason, and what is only a subjective judgment, separated from the facts, unrealistic, and
informed by prejudice.Regrettably, information and knowledge about Serbia, Y ugoslavia, and the Balkans have often
been created and distributed by media generated and / or by media forwarded pictures, reports, and commentaries.
This type of evidence has largely been based on leaks from known and unknown sources. Therefore serious readers,
scholars, and policy makers engaged in the Balkan affairs and U.S. foreign policy should pose several questions.(1)
Has the so-called "advocacy journalism” based on the reports from conflict stakeholders -- past, current, or prospective
clients and proxies -- provided information or disinformation?(2) Has the advocacy journalism cultivated (a) ignorance
and cognitive closure about causal links and their effects; (b) stirred input-output discrepancies that led to cognitive
dissonance and suppression of reasoned judgment; or (¢) has it enhanced our understanding of causes and
consequences of internal conflicts and interstate wars?(3) Have we improved our learning skills, and advanced our
knowledge with briefings, statements, and judgments provided by bureaucrats, staff members, and policy makersin a
ministry or agency?Answers to these questions and the outcome of such a research and management of international
affairs have been adverse for history, theory, and policy. We have discovered ex ante and the ex postfacto fallacies and
errors in the intelligence process, and planning. We have had to contend with policy advocacy and implementation that
stem from these fallacies and errors. Serious and much needed research to discourage the use of fallacies and to avoid
costly conceptual and policy errors, so far has been insufficient and inadequate.Suster's Historical Dictionary of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslaviain the English-speaking world has long been overdue. Since the end of the Cold War,
the public was satiated with the literature on ethnic and regional conflict. This literature, with few exceptions, lacked
the precision and depth required for serious social research. Academic and policy discourse has beenin need of a
discriminate and balanced evidence and inference. We make history and theory synthesis possible through this
intellectual production of discriminate and balanced evidence and inference.Zeljan Suster's book fills the large factual
and analytical gap that exists in the contemporary literature on Y ugoslavia. Besides the comprehensive lexicon of the
names, events, and processes, the book's introductory chapter provides a concise but inclusive analytical background
for the main period covered in the book. Thisanalysisis refreshing and stimulating. It makes prospects for serious
research on this and similar topics important and feasible. The Historical Dictionary of the Federal Republic of

Y ugoslavia should be a standard reference for scholars, students, and policy makers.Boban S. M. Pesic, University of
Pittsburgh4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A standard for scholars, students, and foreign policy
makersBy S. B. M. PesicFinally, we have a comprehensive and coherent masterwork on Y ugoslaviafrom a Balkan
expert and an |PE scholar. The post-Cold War literature on international relations of Yugoslavias demise, in its
substance and method, for the most part, has not discriminated between truth and opinion. It has not discriminated
between what is true objectively and rationally, supported by evidence and illuminated by reason, and what isonly a
subjective judgment, separated from the facts, unrealistic, and informed by prejudice.Information and knowledge
about the Balkans, Y ugoslavia, and Serbia,have often been created and disseminated through uncorroborated reports
and teleological research prone to errors: accepting a (policy) claim when it was false, rejecting it when it was true, or
solving the wrong problem instead of the right one. Serious readers, scholars, and policy makers engaged in the
Balkan affairs and U.S. foreign policy, therefore, should pose several questions:.(1) has the so-called "advocacy
journalism™ based on the reports from conflict stakeholders -- past, current, or prospective clients and proxies provided
information or disinformation?(2) has the "advocacy journalism” cultivated (@) ignorance and cognitive closure about
causal links and their effects; (b) stirred input/output discrepancies that led to cognitive dissonance and suppression of
reasoned judgment; or has it enhanced our understanding of causes and consequences of internal conflicts and
interstate wars?(3) have we improved our learning skills, and advanced our knowledge with briefings, statements, and
judgments provided by bureaucrats, staff members, and policy makersin aministry or agency?Answers to these
guestions suggest that research and management of international affairs, so far, have been adverse for the study of
history and policy. We have discovered fallacies and errors in the intelligence process and planning ex postfacto. We
have had to contend with policy advocacy and policy application that stem from these fallacies and errors. Serious and
much needed research to discourage the use of fallacies and to avoid costly conceptual and policy errors,so far, has
been insufficient and inadequate.Suster's "Historical Dictionary of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia' in the English-
speaking world has long been overdue. Since the end of the Cold War, the public was satiated with the literature on
ethnic and regional conflict. This literature, with few exceptions, lacked the precision and depth required for serious
social research. Academic and policy discourse has been in need of a discriminate and balanced evidence and
inference. We make history and theory synthesis possible through this intellectual production of discriminate and
balanced evidence and inference.Zeljan Suster's book fills the large factual and analytical gap that existsin the
contemporary literature on Y ugoslavia. Besides the comprehensive lexicon of the names, events, and processes, the
book's introductory chapter provides a concise but inclusive analytical background for the main period covered in the



book. Thisanalysisisrefreshing and stimulating. It makes prospects for serious research on this and similar topics
important and feasible. The "Historical Dictionary of the Federal Republic of Yugodavia' is a standard reference for
scholars, students, and policy makers.S. B. M. Pesic, University of Pittsburgh4 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. first-class documentation and analysis on difficult subjectBy A CustomerProf. Suster's book isawell
documented and highly sophisticated work on history combining first-hand information, clear presentation and reliable
analysis on many until now partially or wrongly interpreted historical phenomenons from troublesome Balkan history.
Comprehensivein its analysis, the book is based on new historical literture and balanced in its historical judgments.
Both biographies and historical analysis are based on scholarly literature from West and from local historiography.
The emphesisis, as expected on contemporary history, covering all important facts of the last decade, but the most
important historical phenomenons are, some for the first time in English,presented without any prejudice. In all
respects this book will be an essential guide for everyone, from university professors and students to general public,
tending to learn more on history and politicsin Serbia, Montenegro and their neighbors.

A great deal of attention from international journalists, negotiators, and politicians has been directed toward the region
comprising the former Yugoslavia. The civil strife that followed the fragmentation of Y ugoslaviawas avivid reminder
of exactly how unstable and violent the "new world order" could become. The Federal Republic of Y ugoslavia
remains the largest and most popul ous successor state to Socialist Yugoslavia. This fact alone makes the "new"

Y ugoslavia an important player in Balkan relations. Therefore, this volume on the Federal Republic of Yugodaviais
key to understanding the future of this region, and Europe as awhole. Rather than an exclusive history of the current
Yugoslav state, it is a broad-based reference book of the cultural factors and events, people and institutions, that lent
shape to Serbian and Y ugoslav culture, and hence the origins of the current situation that too often may be found on
the nightly news. Suster has weighed the views not just of historians, but also of political scientists, art historians,
economists, artists, and other specialists, providing the reader with afull and complete sense of Serbian culture. An
extensive chronology isincluded to provide a broad introduction. The Statistical Annex, awonderfully helpful
reference feature, places essential figures and datain one location. Additionally, a number of maps and tablesillustrate
the geography and provide a visual perspective of various entries, and the Federal Republic of Yugoslaviain general.
Also included are usage notes of on the Cyrillic aphabet and |atinization of Serbian words, aswell aslists of
abbreviations and acronyms. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography subdivided by topic.

From BooklistThis entry in the European Historical Dictionaries seriesis current through June 10, 1999. A good
starting point for students, researchers, and general readers. Recommended for public, college, and university libraries.
(CHOICE)Suster deserves much praise for writing the entriesin a clear and intelligible style, without ideological
constraints, and with a minimal number of omissions and factual errors. (Canadian Slavonic Papers)....and extensive
cross-referencinggggg (Book News, Inc.)....and extensive cross-referencing (Book News, Inc.)About the AuthorZeljan
Suster (Ph.D., University of Belgrade), professor and Chair of the Department of Economics and Finance at the
University of New Haven, haslived most of hislifein Yugoslavia. He has published extensively in areas as diverse as
finance, economic history, and international political economy.



