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Jan Zaprudnik : Historical Dictionary of Belarus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Historical Dictionary of Belarus: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Historical RevisionismBy CustomerContent comprised of 
extraordinarily significant distortions, omissions, author's pro-Nazi bias, affiliations and background. Affiliations 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810834499


include, but are not limited to two NJ based Byelorussian post-war emigre churches, one on River Road, Highland 
Park, a second on Whitehead Avenue, South River, incorporated associations and unincorporated groups. Said 
churches became focal point, gathering place and base of operations out of which hundreds of prominent Byelorussian 
Orthodox and Polish Catholic Nazi war criminals responsible for planing, overseeing and carrying out the 
extermination of no less than 25 percent of the Byelorussian civilian population met and reminisced about the good old 
days when each had and daily exercised the power over life and death of their neighbors and fellow countrymen. 
Author affiliation with these churches, organizations and groups provided unobstructed access to and eventually 
opportunity to oversee significant collections of Nazi occupation and post-war emigre era archives. Post war activities 
involved extensive mopping up operations wherein sensitive photographs, pamphlets, magazines, monographs and 
books, either referencing, and/or depicting prominent Byelorussian Nazis war criminals present in the U.S. were 
rounded up and secreted, if not destroyed. Known by and associated with several post-war U.S. intelligence agencies 
responsible for recruiting, smuggling, employing and protecting Byelorussian war criminals from post-war extradition 
and prosecution for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.18 of 18 people found the following review 
helpful. A great book!By A Customer"Historical Dictionary of Belarus" consists of four parts: chronology of historical 
events (from the earliest times to our days); overview of Belarus's history; a dictionary part (over 400 articles and 
biographical sketches); bibliography (including citations in English, with articles from Belarusian Review); and a 
supplement "Rulers of Belarus" (from Duke Rahvalod to President Luukashenka). The volume has two maps: one 
indicating Belarus' main cities and towns (courtesy of Belarusian Review) and the other showing the strategic location 
of Belarus in the East European context. As of today, Zaprudnik's book is the only English-language source of data on 
Belarus' past and present. The volume provides essential information on historical personages, current figures, political 
parties and their leaders; it has articles on archeology, early tribes, main rivers, major battles, economy, education, 
historiography, demography, language, culture, literature, arts, religion, national idea, the Belarusian diaspora, recent 
referenda, parliament, human rights, etc. In the article on alphabets, two sets of characters are given: Cyrillic and 
Latin. This will be of assistance to those who are not familiar with the Belarusian Latin and Cyrillic alphabets that 
have been and are still used. The easy style of the dictionary will enable English speaking families with Belarusian 
heritage in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, and Australia to use the book in explaining to their children and 
grandchildren the country of their origin and its present status in the world. The book could also be helpful to those 
who are learning English and wish to inform their foreign friends about Belarus.

Over four hundred dictionary entries provide quick and easy access to basic facts and personalities from Belarus, 
including important historical figures as well as contemporary political players.

About the AuthorZaprudnik, a graduate of the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, received his doctorate in 
history from New York University. He taught Russian and Soviet history at Queens College of the City University of 
New York. 


