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book. I learned a lot about activists that I didn't know much about. Also, the authors challenge us to think about the 
intersection s of race, class and culture. Good read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. This book 
rocks!By karA classic. Often books about activism are written by authors who don't get the nuances of organizing. On 
the other hand, great organizers rarely have the chance to write books about their experiences. This book is a brilliant 
piece of social history written by folks who get the important political points, without being repetitious, by combining 
social movement group history with activist accounts and respecting the intelligence of the people who are talking to 
them. This book emphasizes the reality that poor white people can develop an anti-racist analysis and do organize in 
their neighbourhoods, and don't need to be directed by middle class people in the process. Holy banana what a 
concept! I am a white community organizier who grew up in a predominantly white, poverty class neighbourhood, and 
I am really, really grateful to the authors for writing this book. I wish I had written it.4 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Great start--but the story is woefully incomplete (but read it anyway!)By Alan MillsThis is really two 
books. The first 3/4 of the book os a detailed examination of attempts to organize poor white people living in the 
Uptown neighborhood on the north side of Chicago for a few years in the late 60's and early 70's. The last section is a 
much briefer, less detail rich account of similar work in New York and Philadelphia at about the same time. These 
latter sections lack the rich local detail of the first part of the book, and the reader gets the feeling that the authors did 
not have nearly the same number of interviews and documentary record that they had for Uptown.The first portion of 
the book--focused on Uptown was both fascinating, and disappointing. Roger Ebert once said that no one can enjoy a 
movie shot in their own dining room because all they will see is the flaws in the wallpaper. Maybe that was my 
problem with Hillbilly Nationalists.I have worked in Uptown since 1978--a few years after this account stops--at the 
Uptown People's Law Center, a store-front legal clinic much like the one described in the book. I know several of the 
people from Uptown described in the book. The history of JOIN, Rising Up Angry, and associated organizations is 
certainly fascinating, well written, and full of detail. a good story.But his presentation of the so called fracturing of the 
left in Uptown--which is where the book stops its account--is woefully incomplete. Many people picked up the 
struggle right where the book stops--and are still there today. Dozens of activists have now lived and worked in 
Uptown for 30+ years, struggling in one structure or another to maintain a progressive position in a racially, 
economically, and ethnically diverse community, and continuing to link the local struggles with multiracial citywide 
coalitions, national movements, and the international anti-colonialism/anti-war movements. This effort has reshaped 
Uptown, with a core of progressive, low income people of all races and ethnic groups (and sexual orientation), all 
willing and able to fight for their community.Just this past weekend, the community banded together to fight against 
school closings. The group included students, artists, teachers, and poor people, Black, White, Latino, Asian, African, 
and many more. Many had lived here for decades, and in some cases families included three generations who attended 
the same local school. This history of struggle has resulted in a community unique in Chicago--if not the entire 
country.The few short years described here were only a beginning, not an ending. The remainder of the story needs to 
be told.

THE STORY OF SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AND LITTLE-KNOWN ACTIVISTS OF THE 1960s, IN A 
DEEPLY SOURCED NARRATIVE HISTORY The historians of the late 1960s have emphasized the work of a group 
of white college activists who courageously took to the streets to protest the war in Vietnam and continuing racial 
inequality. Poor and working-class whites have tended to be painted as spectators, reactionaries, and, even, racists. 
Most Americans, the story goes, just watched the political movements of the sixties go by. James Tracy and Amy 
Sonnie, who have been interviewing activists from the era for nearly ten years, reject this old narrative. They show that 
poor and working-class radicals, inspired by the Civil Rights movement, the Black Panthers, and progressive 
populism, started to organize significant political struggles against racism and inequality during the 1960s and 1970s. 
Among these groups: + JOIN Community Union brought together southern migrants, student radicals, and welfare 
recipients in Chicago to fight for housing, health, and welfare . . . + The Young Patriots Organization and Rising Up 
Angry organized self-identified hillbillies, Chicago greasers, Vietnam vets, and young feminists into a legendary 
Rainbow Coalition with Black and Puerto Rican activists . . . + In Philadelphia, the October 4th Organization united 
residents of industrial Kensington against big business, war, and a repressive police force . . . + In the Bronx, White 
Lightning occupied hospitals and built coalitions with doctors to fight for the rights of drug addicts and the poor. 
Exploring an untold history of the New Left, the book shows how these groups helped to redefine community 
organizingand transforms the way we think about a pivotal moment in U.S. history.

Given the invisibility of this history, this book couldnt be more timely and more necessary."Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 
author of Blood on the Border"People who care about social justice, who care about the future, must learn this history. 
Our conditions dictate that we dont have the luxury to walk separately anymore."Malik Rahim, New Orleans Black 
Panther PartyHillbilly Nationalists recovers the voices of white, working-class radicals who prove abolitionist John 
Browns legacy is alive and well. Over ten years, Sonnie and Tracy have collected rare documents and conducted 
interviews to fill a long-missing piece of social movement history. Focusing on the 1960s70s and touching on issues 



just as relevant today, these authors challenge the Left not to ignore white America, while challenging white America 
to recognize its allegiance to humanity and justice, rather than the bankrupt promises of conservative politicians. 
Angela Y. Davis, author of Abolition Democracy: Beyond Prison, Torture, and EmpireThis book is, without question, 
the definitive resource for scholars, students, and activists interested in some of the most innovative and understudied 
coalitional politics of the New Left. Darrel Enck-Wanzer, editor of The Young Lords: A Reader In our world, white, 
working-class anti-racism is considered an oxymoron, or at best a pipe dream. Amy Sonnie and James Tracy prove 
these assumptions wrong, excavating a forgotten history of poor white folks who, in alliance with black nationalists, 
built a truly radical movement for social justice, economic power, and racial and gender equality. They have written a 
beautiful, powerful, surprising account of class-based interracial organizing; I expect Hillbilly Nationalists to inspire a 
new generation of activists who understand that a true rainbow coalition is not only desirable but our only hope. Robin 
D.G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination andThelonious Monk: The Life and Times of 
an American OriginalSonnie and Tracy are master storytellers whose stories of working-class, interracial solidarity 
chart a new direction in the history of the modern freedom movement. Based on dozens of oral histories and 
previously untapped personal records of movement activists, this book offers an inspiring and largely invisible history 
of poor and working-class whites who built a vanguard of the dispossessed with Black Panthers, Young Lords, and 
others in the radical movement for racial and economic justice. Written with nuance and power, this is a major 
contribution to the study of civil rights, social justice, working-class communities, and the politics of whiteness in the 
United States. Jennifer Guglielmo, author of Living the Revolution and Are Italians White? Hillbilly Nationalists is the 
story of reformers and revolutionaries, dreamers and doers, who remind us of a transformative organizing tradition 
among white, working-class communities. Inspired by Black Power and global events, these organizers did what only 
poor folks can do: they pooled their resources to build a vibrant social movement that escapes easy classification. 
Sonnie and Tracy combine first-rate historical research and extensive oral histories to capture the legacies of those 
unsung heroes and heroines who battled for the hearts and minds of working-class Americans in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Dan Berger, editor of The Hidden 1970s: Histories of RadicalismAbout the AuthorAMY SONNIE is an activist, 
educator and librarian who has worked with U.S. grassroots social justice movements for the past seventeen years. She 
is co-founder of the national Center for Media Justice. Her first book, Revolutionary Voices, an anthology by queer 
and transgender youth (Alyson Books, 2000), is banned in libraries in New Jersey and Texas and appears on the 
American Library Associations list of "Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged Books." Her work has appeared in the 
San Franscisco Bay Guardian, Alternet, Philadelphia Inquirer, Clamor, the Oxygen Television Network, Bitch 
magazine, and The Sojourner. JAMES TRACY is a long-time social justice organizer in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
He is the founder of the San Francisco Community Land Trust and has been active in the Eviction Defense Network 
and the Coalition On Homelessness, SF. He has edited two activist handbooks for Manic D Press: The Civil 
Disobedience Handbook and The Military Draft Handbook. His articles have appeared in Left Turn, Race Poverty and 
the Environment, and Contemporary Justice . 


