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Rick Telander : Heaven Is a Playground: 4th Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Heaven Is a Playground: 4th Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very entertainingBy Kindle CustomerI would recommend to any 
basketball fan or anyone interested in inter city life. This books seems like or was written about a different planet. 
Times were different and the environment was very different0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1613213948


readingBy MasaakiI have read several sports nonfiction novels before and this is one of the best book. I see what's 
happening behind the scene, I mean sports and the young in the get to. I like the atmosphere and love those people 
have for young kids. Hope those kids can live in better environments.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Amazing Read!!!By Marco GOutstanding book. Great journey through the eyes of Rick who loved the game and who 
lived it through the souls of those he came to know on the play grounds of New York.

Heaven Is a Playground was the first book on the uniquely American phenomenon of urban basketball. Rick Telander, 
a photojournalist and former high school basketball player, spent part of the summer of 1973 and all of the summer of 
1974 in Brooklyn living the playground life with his subjects at Foster Park in Flatbush. He slept on the floor of a park 
regulars apartment, observing, questioning, traveling, playing with, and eventually coaching a ragtag group of local 
teenagers whose hopes of better lives were often fanatically attached to the transcendent game itself. Telander 
introduces us to Fly Williams, a playground legend with incredible leaping ability and self-destructive tendencies that 
threatened to keep him earthbound. Another standout was Albert King, a fifteen-year-old phenom whose shy, quiet 
demeanor masked an otherworldly talent that eventually took him to the NBA. This edition also includes Telanders 
perspectives on the arrival of an NBA team in Brooklyn. Heaven Is a Playground is one of a kinda funny, sad, 
ultimately inspiring book about Americans and the roots of the sport that they love.

About the AuthorRick Telander is a senior sports columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times and a contributor to Sports 
Illustrated and ESPN: The Magazine. Telander has won the Illinois Sportswriter of the Year Award six times in seven 
years, most recently in 2008. He is the author of eight books, including From Red Ink to Roses and In the Year of the 
Bull. 


