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Alev Lytle Croutier : Harem: The World Behind the Veil before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Harem: The World Behind the Veil:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Illustrious Text combined with Brilliant Writing.By davidmarksJust
when | thought books were lost to an e-book world, stark and dreary, matter of fact and limited, | find comfort, near
spirituality, in afind from a great writer, Alev Croutier. Harem; The World Behind The Veil, is an extraordinary
accomplishment, beautifully written, dynamically illustrated with some of the world's greatest art, and spirited with
autobiographical text. Art can teach history like nothing else, illuminating the facets of experience in asingle stroke of
the brush; that, combined with the richness of text, Alev Croutier gives us a masterpiece. If curiosity begs the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1558591591

imagination, if wonders evoke riddles, let this be your guide. The life of the harem women, acquired and groomed as
girls, concubines to the Sultans, protected by eunuchs all, from their private pleasures and solitary defeats, to their
encompassing culture at the whims of their Sultan masters, all captured on aliterary tapestry. If must reads had an
annotation, thiswould surely beit.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Harem, the house of happinessBy
Donald HsuThe book was published in 1989. After traveling to Cyprus to witness the conflict between Turkey and
Greece, visiting Blue Mosgue, Haghia Sophia, Topkapi museum... the book is a great addition to my learning about
the Islamic culture. Sultan (emperor), Grand Seraglio harem, Golden Cage, Ottoman Dynasty 1540-1990, polygamy
with 4 kadins (wives), Koran reading and praying at the mosque, dalisgques (female slaves for servants), slave markets
in Alexandria and Cairo, black eunuchs, kismet (fate), one thousand and one nights, Turkish hamams (bath), plus an
exquisite collection of the art work, make this a great book to read. The book would be better if it includes stories
about a specific sultan and his kadins, dalisques and eunuchs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Per
advertisementBy JBGood97As described

The exotic, cruel, yet fascinating world of the harem is recreated in a history that makes use of firsthand accounts

From Publishers WeeklyThis study considers the everyday lives of odalisques, the harem as the Moslem equivalent of
purdah and male-dominated harem life as symbolic of the collective unconscious. "Ultimately, the text is a choppy
amalgam of history, reminiscence, conjecture and intermittently overblown writing,” said PW . "Much more evocative
are the 125 photographs and reproductions of art works included here." Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information,
Inc.



