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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Essential Reference Book for Indians of CaliforniaBy Ginl've
coveted this book since | was a student in the 1960's. Kroeber's handbook is the definitive reference for scholars and
anyone interested in the original people of California. Since I'm amember of a small band of Indians discussed in
these pages, | especialy treasure Kroeber's records of our lost past. | learned also that my great-grandmother's last
name is actually the name of her clan! There are so few documents that record factual information aswell as ora
history, Kroeber's book serves as a starting point for further research. | hope anyone hoping to learn more about how
our ancestors lived can use this book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy No

namel ncredibly thorough reporting of Native American life.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent, classic and important referenceBy Archy-guyl use this book nearly everyday writing contract archaeology
reports. Excellent, classic and important reference.

The Indians of California, in their ethnographic present, offered the widest cultural range to be found in any area of the
United States. In the north they approximated the cultures of the Northwest Coast; in the center they developed
distinctive, elaborate cultures based on local food supplies; and in the south and east they approximated the more
primitive desert groups all in all showing a host of adaptations within arelatively small geographical area. In addition,
despite successive decimations by missionaries, colonial administrations, settlers, and exploiters, enough Indians
survived (though sometimes only a couple of each group) to make their study possible. For these reasons they have
long been an important topic in anthropological circles.Far and away the most important work ever prepared about this
complex situation was the monumental Handbook of the Indians of California by Kroeber. Based on more than 15
years of exhaustive research by Kroeber, it isasummation of just about everything of importance known about these
Indians. Kroeber covered demographic situations, linguistic relations (which are also extraordinarily complex), social
structures, folkways, religion, material culture, and whatever else was needed to offer afull picture of each tribe. The
resulting book is a survey of each group, the typologically more important groups like the Y urok, Pomo, Maidu,

Y okuts, and Mohave naturally receiving the most detail. Indispensable for every student of the American Indian, it can
be read with great profit by both specialists and lay readers.



