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From Brand: Routledge : Handbook of Hazards and Disaster Risk Reduction before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Handbook of Hazards and Disaster Risk Reduction:

The Handbook provides a comprehensive statement and reference point for hazard and disaster research, policy
making, and practice in an international and multi-disciplinary context. It offers critical reviews and appraisals of
current state of the art and future development of conceptual, theoretical and practical approaches as well as empirical
knowledge and available tools. Organized into five inter-related sections, this Handbook contains sixty-five
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contributions from leading scholars. Section one situates hazards and disasters in their broad political, cultural,
economic, and environmental context. Section two contains treatments of potentially damaging natural
events/phenomena organized by major earth system. Section three critically reviews progress in responding to
disastersincluding warning, relief and recovery. Section four addresses mitigation of potential |oss and prevention of
disasters under two sub-headings. governance, advocacy and self-help, and communication and participation. Section
five ends with a concluding chapter by the editors. The engaging international contributions reflect upon the politics
and policy of how we think about and practice applied hazard research and disaster risk reduction. This Handbook
provides awealth of interdisciplinary information and will appeal to students and practitioners interested in
Geography, Environment Studies and Development Studies.

"The take-home message is that to fully understand the implications of the worlds of hazards and disaster risk, people
must better understand vulnerabilities and how they create the wicked problems of communities. Undoubtedly the
most comprehensive book on these topics to date. Summing Up: Essential” -CHOICE, August 2012About the
AuthorBen Wisner is aretired Professor whohas worked on the interface between disaster risk reduction and
sustainable human devel opment since 1966. He currently conducts research and advises institutions such as the Global
Network of Civil Society for Disaster Reduction. JC Gaillard is Senior Lecturer at the School of Environment of The
University of Auckland, New Zealand. [lan Kelman is a Senior Research Fellow at the Center for International
Climate and Environmental ResearchOslo (CICERO).



