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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good commentary likely to fall on mostly deaf earsBy EarlIn 
debunking the many myths prevalent in the contemporary gun debates Dennis A. Henigan makes far more good points 
than bad. And unlike some bloated commentary, he does not simply create more bumper stickers, that is a weak and 
horribly misguided misreading of the book. But alas, some people can only repeat a few cherry-picked items to create 
an illusion so...Back to the book, the evidence supports more stringent gun (and bullet) control, which to the knee-
jerks (and the just plain jerks) means "they gonna take all my guns!" With very few exceptions that is not what 
adequate control as debated would do. But they can always use the over-used and, again, weak counter about a 
slippery slope. These people must live in mountainous ice country to experience so many slippery slopes.I would 
recommend this to people on both sides of the debate and those, who are likely the majority, who are in the middle and 
confused because of the hyperbole from (mostly) the NRA but also the gun control lobby as well. Unfortunately this is 
one of the topics that find very few venues for actual debate and you usually end up with tangential bluster about 
mental health (which is certainly a concern but is used as a smoke screen so that, by attacking the mental health 
profession the debate switches to a different topic) or historical events and debates that only tangentially touch on the 
topic as it stands today.Reviewed from a copy made available by the publisher via Edelweiss.15 of 17 people found 
the following review helpful. Excellent Tour by a Leading ExpertBy Carl T. BogusDennis Henigan, who knows as 
much about the debate over gun control as anyone, provides an excellent overview of the topic while taking the reader 
on a tour of the key slogans of the NRA. Along the way, he provides relevant facts, history, law, social science, and 
analyses in clear, jargon-free prose. Anyone interested in the realities of gun violence in America and what might be 
done about them will learn much from this book including NRA members who want to know whether their 
organization is telling the truth.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. You don't hunt deer with a semi-
automatic, unless you're a truly crappy shot, in which case you need to stick with the butcherBy ChristineA well 
written, soundly reasoned set of arguments for sensible gun laws. Before the NRA went rogue in the 70's it was an 
organization dedicated to safe gun ownership and handling. Not a plitical lobby dedicated to thwarting every 
reasonable measure our legislature tries to take to regulate gun ownership. I grew up with hunters, hunting myself, and 
have no issue with guns. I have respect and gratitude for the 2nd amendment. However, the only thing an automatic 
weapon was originally intended for was killing people. Period. You don't hunt deer with a semi-automatic, unless 
you're a truly crappy shot, in which case, you need to just stick to the butcher shop. Guess what? Heroin doesn't kill 
people either, but we regulate it to keep people safe because there is an inherent danger in the drug. Cars are regulated 
too, does passing a driving test ring a bell? With any other component of our lives where great danger or a lethal 
object is involved, we protect our citizens with sound regulations. Guns are no different. This is no longer an "I'm the 
angel and you're the devil." issue.

Debunking the lethal logic behind the pervasive myths that have framed the gun control debateThe gun lobbys 
remarkable success in using engaging slogans to frame the gun control debate has allowed it to block lifesaving gun 
legislation for decades. But is there any truth to this bumper-sticker logic? Dennis Henigan exposes the mythology and 
misguided thinking at the core of these pro-gun catchphrases, which continue to have an outsized influence on public 
attitudes toward guns and gun control. He counters the gun lobbys messages by weaving together the most compelling 
current research and insights drawn from the grim reality of deadly gunfire in our homes and communities. Henigan 
charts a new path toward ending the American nightmare of gun violence.Myths Include:When guns are outlawed, 
only outlaws will have guns.An armed society is a polite society.The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a 
good guy with a gun.Gun control doesnt work because criminals dont follow the law.Gun manufacturers shouldnt be 
responsible for gun crime, any more than Budweiser is responsible for drunk driving.We dont need new gun laws. We 
just need to enforce the ones we have.Gun control is a slippery slope to complete gun bans.

Praise For the First EditionNo one knows more about our epidemic of gun violence and no one can state the case for 
sanity better than Dennis Henigan, who eviscerates the Orwellian myths through which the NRA justifies so much 
death.Richard North Patterson, author of Eclipse and Balance of PowerHenigan effectively disarms the gun lobbys 
arguments, fighting back with equal doses of common sense and uncommon insight....A must-read for every American 
who longs to bring sanity to our nations gun laws.Arianna HuffingtonAbout the AuthorDennis A. Henigan is director 
of legal and policy analysis at the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids and formerly vice president of the Brady Center to 
Prevent Gun Violence. 


