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Joyce Lee Malcolm : Gunsand Violence: The English Experience before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guns and Violence: The English Experience:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great historical perspective on English societal use of firearms.By
Gary TomaschV ery good research on the use of firearms from the British history books. Hard to believe that with this
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historical perspective that the citizens would let the right to bear arms get away by government decree. Same for
Australia. Bet that now with the Muslim take over of their country and them killing soldiers on the street with knives
and hatchets that they had their guns back. | wonder if that would curtail some of their violence on the public knowing
that they could get shot once they scream god is great and pull a knife and start running at someone. This might not be
PC but it isthe truth and | feel sorry for our British cousins but Shariais not far from taking over completely with their
birth rates. Silent Jihad and there is nothing that they can do about it. Ever wonder why the Japanese do not let any
Muslim emigrants into their country?0 of O people found the following review helpful. A must read for anyone
interested in the subject.By autodidactThisis an excellent, incredibly well-researched book. The author examines the
long history of effortsin England to keep the lower classes disarmed even for their fully-justified self-defense and how
the same motives against African-Americans were present in the US. She demolishes all the usual claimsthat firearms
needed to be restricted to prevent violent crime or that gunsin homes are more of a danger to the residents than avalid
means of self-protection.O of O people found the following review helpful. Best book I've read this year.By History
BuffIf you are looking for ain depth and well researched book on gun control in England, thisisit. This book explores
the relationship of crime, availability of guns, government motivation, and the changes in English society as
restrictions were implemented. A great read for anyone concerned about crime or the second amendment in the US.

Behind the passionate debate over gun control and armed crime lurk assumptions about the link between guns and
violence. Indeed, the belief that more gunsin private hands means higher rates of armed crime underlies most modern
gun control legislation. But are these assumptions valid?l nvestigating the complex and controversial issue of the real
relationship between guns and violence, Joyce Lee Malcolm presents an incisive, thoroughly researched historical
study of England, whose strict gun laws and low rates of violent crime are often cited as proof that gun control works.
To place the private ownership of gunsin context, Malcolm offers a wide-ranging examination of English society from
the Middle Ages to the late twentieth century, analyzing changing attitudes toward crime and punishment, the impact
of war, economic shifts, and contrasting legal codes on violence. She looks at the level of armed crimein England
before its modern restrictive gun legislation, the limitations that gun laws have imposed, and whether those measures
have succeeded in reducing the rate of armed crime.Malcolm also offers a revealing comparison of the experiencein
England experience with that in the modern United States. Today Americans own some 200 million guns and have
seen eight consecutive years of declining violence, while the English--prohibited from carrying weapons and limited in
their right to self-defense have suffered a dramatic increase in rates of violent crime. This timely and thought-
provoking book takes a crucial step in illuminating the actual relationship between guns and violence in modern
society.

From Library Journa This historical study isacompanion to Malcolm's earlier book, To Keep and Bear Arms: The
Origins of an Anglo-American Right. While the first book focused on the constitutional and legal aspects of gun
control, this new work takes a much closer ook at the role of the gun in British society, from the Middle Agesto the
present. Despite Britain's long history of strict gun laws, Malcolm cites statistical evidence of increased violence in
England and assesses the "deterrent impact” of an armed public. She makes useful comparisons with the United States
(where, despite millions of privately owned firearms, violent crime continues to decline) and feels that the British
people are just embarking upon the kind of gun control debate that we have had in this country for the past 30 years.
This book will stimulate renewed discussion and examination of gunsin society and will be more accessible for
general readers than Peter Squires's recent Gun Culture or Gun Control?: Firearms, Violence and Society. Malcolm's
book is highly recommended for academic and large public libraries. Thomas A. Karel, Franklin Marshall Call. Lib.,
Lancaster, PACopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. Thisis an intellectually challenging book which
addresses a very important subject. | believe it will be widely read and much debated. Its arguments will be
controversial, but the book appears to establish that the case for gun control has yet to be made, and thereisa
significant and respectabl e case against gun control. (David Wootton, Queen Mary, University of London) This book
will stimulate renewed discussion and examination of gunsin society...Malcolm's book is highly recommended.
(Thomas A. Karel Library Journal 2002-04-15)In recent decades, much scholarship has been devoted to the history of
crime and violence in England from the Middle Ages to the present. Joyce Lee Malcolm's lucid volume is a welcome
synthesis of such work and the related factor of gunholding. (Richard M. Brown Washington Times 2002-07-21)Joyce
Lee Malcolm brings new evidence that guns reduce violence. Professor Malcolm'’s carefully researched book is a study
of guns and violence in England from the Middle Ages through the present day. When the English were armed to the
teeth, violent crime was rare. Now that the English are disarmed, violent crime has exploded. Indeed, crimein England
isout of control. (Paul Craig Roberts Washington Times 2002-07-30)In addition to presenting the big picture with
plenty of detail, Ms. Malcolm describes some of the more difficult aspects of this whole debate--changing definitions
of crime, unreported crimes, wavering enthusiasm for strict law enforcement. Altogether she makes aforceful case,
clearly and fairly. Even the most hardened anti-gunners...will want to read Guns and Violence, if only to see what
ammunition their opponents now possess. (Kimberley A. Strassel Wall Street Journal 2002-08-06)It is refreshing to



see a study of the complex issues surrounding firearmsin the UK played with a straight bat...[Malcolm's]
book...breaks new ground in the debate...[and] tackles many of the myths surround the effectiveness of firearms
controlsin England...Well written and very readable. It also provides ammunition to counter the arguments of those
who want to see Britain turned into a gun-free zone. It is also heartening to see arespected academic make a
contribution to the firearms debate which is well researched, objective and based on intellectually sustainable
conclusions. (Bill Harriman Shooting Times Country Magazine 2002-11-21)Surprisingly, it has taken an American
Professor of History to produce a book that 1ooks at the subject from its origins and takes us forward to the present
day. The quality and nature of the research is astonishing. Professor Malcolm takes us back to the Middle Agesto
study the state of crime when firearms were not widely available. Looking to avast array of records that have
survived, sheis able to create the best possible picture of the state of crime...This book convincingly disposes of so
many myths about English firearms controls that it will have to be read twice by the doubters amongst remaining gun
ownersin this country. (Colin Greenwood Target Sports 2002-11-01)The scholar concerned with the comprehensive
study of the right to bear arms, the extent of gun ownership, and gun control and itsimpact on violent crimein a
society must certainly read Guns and Violence: The English Experience...Malcolm has written a fine book on which
English gun owners would be able to mount a legitimate challenge to England's reaction to the government-defined
gun "problem." Asfor her academic readers, Malcolm has delivered to us a fine historical and contemporary account
of England's relationship to guns and whether violence does indeed accompany gun ownership. (Darrell D. Irwin
International Criminal Justice) Thisis an intellectually challenging book which addresses a very important subject. |
believe it will be widely read and much debated. Its arguments will be controversial, but the book appears to establish
that the case for gun control has yet to be made, and there is a significant and respectabl e case against gun control.
(David Wootton, Queen Mary, University of London)



