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LaDawnaHarrington : Guided Research in Middle School: Mystery in the Media Center before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guided Research in Middle School: Mystery
in the Media Center:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy Jaime A. Sanbornl was looking for meatier, more
mature lessons on information literacy for the 21st century learner. Thisfell far short of my expectations. | didn't use it
at all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resourceBy V. AlbrittonGreat for teacher and
students; excellent resource for collaboration between media specialist and teachers and good application fo Common
Core expectations

Using thisinquiry-based process allows the teacher and librarian to assign mystery topics to individual students so
they can conduct independent research on high-interest subjects. The book provides the tools and strategies teachers


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1586832212

and librarians need to help students think and rethink methods of gathering and organizing information to solve
complex research problems. These twelve, action-packed lessons guide studentsin using all types of library resources
to meet their research needs.

From School Library JournalFor fortunate teacher librarians able, in these days of pacing calendars and NCLB, to
allocate the time to take a group of students through a 12-lesson research unit, Harrington's book provides an inclusive
model that would appeal to adolescent detective wannabes. The first of three sections includes extensive rationale, an
introduction to the ebullient acronyms (the research process becomes an acrostic of ANTHILL), curriculum
connections (grasped rather than embedded), a unit and lesson summary, a note-taking skit and very hokey backstory,
lesson plans that are virtual textbook follow-alongs, and reproducible forms and rubrics for planning, teaching, and
evaluation. The second section is the students' "casebook," replete with reproducible forms for alert ANTHILL
detectivesto use as they proceed through their crime logs, solving the mystery and presenting the evidence. Visual in
format and brimming with corny CSl-speak, this turnkey unit would be far more successful with sixth graders than
their more jaded upperclassmen and useful for inexperienced teacher librarians who will find it avirtual pathfinder for
teaching a unit. For most educators, a unit as extensive as thisis aluxury, but there are nonethel ess concepts that can
be adapted and forms that can be helpful to even the most harried librarian.Mary R. Hofmann, Rivera Middle School,
Merced, CA Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "If you and
your students are tired of the same old research paper, La Dawna Harrington's new book will invigorate your projects.
This book takes readers on ajourney that involves researching an authentic mystery topic, finding three or more
theories on what happened and why, presenting their research, and concluding with their speculations. Twenty-seven
topic suggestions are given with "What happened to cause the crew to mysteriously disappear from the Mary Celeste?
being the example that is used throughout the book. All the reproducible forms needed to compl ete the lessons are
included in a student casebook section. The research processis introduced in detail using the acronym ANTHILL:
Analyze; Nothing is something; Think of all your possibilities; Hunt for answers; Isolate/Interpret; Learn direction by
reflection; Link it all together. Middle School studentswill learn all of the required skills, e.g. keywords, note-taking,
and proper hibliographic format. The topics chosen will entice students to find out what happened and to formulate
their own conclusions. This book will be extremely valuable as a new way to approach the research process. Highly
Recommended.” - Library Media ConnectionAbout the AuthorLaDawna Harrington is alibrarian at Avenel Middle
School in Avenel, NJ. Her published works include Guided Research in Middle School: Mystery in the Media Center.



