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Ana Celia Zentella : Growing up Bilingual: Puerto Rican Children in New York  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Growing up Bilingual: Puerto Rican Children in New 
York: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Anthro-political linguistic study of code-switching.By 
RebeccaZentella is an anthro-political linguist describing language use in a New York Puerto Rican neighborhood. 
She uses rich description and interview transcripts to illustrate the issues surrounding the use of English, Spanish, and 
"Spanglish" in a group of informants spanning two generations. This book focuses equally well on the anthropological, 
the political/social, and the linguistic aspects of language use and the decisions the informants make regarding their 
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language use. Growing Up Bilingual is an important book examining some of the complexities of linguistic code-
switching in bilingual populations.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Sportfish18Great 
Read!!!!11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A sociolinguistic discussion on child bilingualismBy 
NYDIA@MCI2000.comProvides a comprehensive perspective on childhood bilingualism. It is a text for academics, 
teachers, administrators, sociolinguists, linguists, anthropologists and parents who are interested in learning about life 
with two languages in a small network within an urban environment.The text is an excellent source and platform of 
research as it presents incisive data and colorful narratives of children's speech. Discussions on bilingualism at home 
and in the community, language loyalty, code-switching are among the many issues covered in the text. It is a must as 
we enter the millenium with a new perspective on multilingualism and language diversity in the U.S.A. or any part of 
the world.

This book provides an inside view of the social construction of bilingualism in one of the largest and most 
disadvantaged Spanish-speaking groups in the United States.

"Growing up Bilingual is a profoundly compelling account of what it means to come of age in an economically 
impoverished but linguistically rich cultural environment.Without romanticising an often grim situation, Zentella tells 
a story that has long needed to be told. It should be read by every teacher and social worker who deals with Puerto 
Rican children. It should also occupy a prominent spot on the bookshelf of anyone seriously interested in language 
policy, ethnolinguistics, applied linguistics, bilingual education, ethnic identity or Hispanic studies." Alicia Pousada, 
University of Puerto Rico "Along with her splendid sense of the need to portray memory and history, she brings wit, 
grace, and intelligence to her intimate and detailed portrayals of the life and language of Puerto Rican children and 
their families in New York." Shirley Brice Heath, Stanford University Winner of the Association of Latina and Latino 
Anthropologists Book Award 1999 Winner of the British Association of Applied Linguistics Book Prize 1998 
"Zentella's book achieves its goal of describing the social and linguistic realities of New York Perto Ricans.........those 
who advocate for an English-only society and the elimination of bilingual education, as well as their foes, should read 
this work and consider the significance of language for those who are subject to domination by a different 
culture."Yolanda Rivera-Castillo, University of Alabama-TuscaloosaFrom the Back CoverThis book provides an 
inside view of the social construction of bilingualism in one of the largest and most disadvantaged Spanish-speaking 
groups in the United States. It walks readers through a New York Puerto Rican Community and describes the five 
varieties of Spanish and English that constitute the community's bilingual and multi-dialectal repertoire, the four major 
communication patterns that predominate in the homes of twenty families with children, and the syntactic features and 
discourse strategies of so-called "Spanglish".About the AuthorAna Celia Zentella, an anthro-political linguist, is 
Professor in the Department of Black and Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College, and in Anthropology, Linguistics, 
and Developmental Psychology at the City University of New York Graduate Center. 


