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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Denise Carpentervery good condition.

Growing Civil Society investigates the role of voluntary action and nonprofit organization in contemporary America.

Key to the book is the concept of "third space,” which provides an important tool for the construction of civil society.

The third space is not independent from society's major institutions, but exists in dynamic interdependence with them,
linking individualsin their home bases of family and community to the larger governmental and economic structures

within which all citizens, workers, and consumers learn to find their way in modern society.

"Creatively reframing now-familiar concepts of civil society, third sector, and social capital, Van Til buildsa
compelling argument for a'third space,' where individuals and organi zations come together to reflect and act to create
the community and society they need." Susan Ostrander, Tufts University (Susan Ostrander, Tufts University)"Van
Til's book is avaluable and refreshing contribution to the increasingly important question of how, and in what ways,
the non-market, non-governmental associations of civil society contribute to social goods and goals." Mark Warren,
Georgetown University (Mark Warren, Georgetown University) This book investigates the role of voluntary action and
nonprofit organization in contemporary America. It notes that society contains four sectors governmental, market,
family and nonproft and argues that the concept of athird space is a more useful way of conceptualizing the area of
society that is occupied by nonprofits as well as many individuals and organizations that come together to work for the
common good. Van Til is arespected commentator on nonprofit and philanthropic issues and he notesin the preface to
this paperback edition that this book has been ten years in gestation. He offers arounded review of third sector
activity, including successes and limitations. But ultimately the author is a champion of hisfocus of study, arguing that
the third space is crucial because it has the potential to be awellspring for rebuilding atroubled society in an age of
rapid change and turbulence.Beth Breeze, Publications Editor, Philanthropy UK Nwsltr, Dec. 2008, Issue 35 (Beth
Breeze, Publications Editor Philanthropy UK Nwsltr) Creatively reframing now-familiar concepts of civil society,
third sector, and social capital, Van Til builds a compelling argument for a'third space,’ where individuals and
organizations come together to reflect and act to create the community and society they need. (Susan Ostrander Tufts
University)Van Til's book is a valuable and refreshing contribution to the increasingly important question of how, and
in what ways, the non-market, non-governmental associations of civil society contribute to social goods and goals.
(Mark Warren Georgetown University)From the Publisher" Creatively reframing now-familiar concepts of civil
society, third sector, and social capital, Van Til builds a compelling argument for a'third space,' where individuals and
organizations come together to reflect and act to create the community and society they need." --Susan Ostrander,
Tufts University "Van Til's book is a valuable and refreshing contribution to the increasingly important question of
how, and in what ways, the non-market, non-governmental associations of civil society contribute to social goods and
goas." --Mark Warren, Georgetown University



