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Karen Hosack Janes : Great Paintings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Great Paintings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Harbor VegianUseful learning tool, well organized, 
with informative descriptions. Good choice of paintings for the purpose.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Beautiful PaintingsBy Sarah CollovaI really like this book. It's like a long-time friend who started telling new 
stories. The service was great-I got it with about two weeks of ordering. It's an amazing way to look at great pieces of 
art. There're large pictures and short explainations of history and circumstance as to why these painting were created. 
It's an art gallery in and of itself.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you're a teacher this is a great 
resourceBy JessketchI like the way this book is organized. Large color pictures and concise essay-style information 
that makes it a perfect fit for my high school intro art students.

A sumptuous, visual guided tour of sixty-six of the world's greatest paintings ranging from works by Zhang Zeduan, a 
twelfth-century Chinese master, to modern masterpieces by Rothko and Anselm Kiefer. Great Paintings is perfect for 
anyone interested in learning about the world's most noteworthy artworks. Arranged chronologically, the story behind 
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each painting is fully explained and examined in unrivaled depth. Artists' biographies and features on historical and 
social context explore how landmark paintings have been influenced by what has gone before and how they go on to 
inspire what comes after them. Reading Great Paintings is like being taken around a gallery by a personal guide who 
helps you to look at paintings both familiar and new in fresh and fascinating ways.

About the AuthorKaren Hosack Janes teaches History of Art at Oxford University and is an adviser to several high 
profile arts and education projects. Formerly Head of Schools at the National Gallery, London, she has written two 
series of art books for children: How Artists See and What is Art? 


