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Svetlana Broz, Laurie Kain Hart, Ellen Elias-Bursac : Good Peoplein an Evil Time: Portraits of Complicity
and Resistance in the Bosnian War before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Good People in an Evil Time: Portraits of Complicity and Resistance in the Bosnian War:

14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding bookBy C. PerdueBottom line, thisis a great book.
The introduction alone,by editor Laurie Kain Hart, is absolutely extraordinary,and the author's own preface is


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1590511964

exceptional. But the text,and the heart, of "Good People in an Evil Time" is ssmpleaccounts by ordinary Bosnian
people of their experiencesduring the war.Many other books have addressed political, military, andhistorical aspects of
that war, but frankly few of themseem to help in understanding the human side and thepresent day. For those who did
not experience the war firsthand, answers to the human questions have been very slow incoming, but this book has
them by the dozens in the voicesof ordinary people.For the creation of this book Broz was exceptional inseveral ways.
Sheis a granddaughter of Josip Broz,commonly known as Marshal Tito, Y ugoslavian hero of WorldWar 11 and head
of state of the communist post-warY ugoslavia. Her family name carried respect thatundoubtedly gave her entree to
pass many gates that wouldhave closed to others and provided a foundation for trust.Her status as a doctor gave her
standing to request entryto combat zones to try to help those who were suffering,and her personal qualities brought her
to act where mostothers would not.In Broz's own words, "Treating people of al three religioustraditions, | felt their
need to open their souls and tellme, shyly at first, what had happened to them during thewar. From these brief stories
on cardiology wards, Irealized how thirsty people were for atruth that was subtleand nuanced where the shells were
falling, in away that itwasn't in Belgrade or in the worldwide black-and-whitecoverage." A great achievement of this
book is to show so clearly howpeople are more than their membership in an ethnic group.Hopefully, it will also
remind us to look beyondcaricatures of ethnic groups in conflict and to search forvictimizers and power seekers who
hide themselves or profitby casting blame everywhere but on themselves.For the Bosnians and those near to them, this
book alsohelpsto confirm that goodness among them was not isolated,to remember and honor some of those who
practiced it. Mywife and her family came to Americafrom Bosnia as refugeesduring the war, and many members of
their extended familystill live in different parts of Bosnia. While withoutdoubt there are bigots, villains and crooks as
well asdecent people in the former Y ugoslavia, the voicesin thisbook echo the many experiences and first-hand
accounts ofthe mutual understanding and simple unconcern over ethnicdifferences among ordinary people of the
region.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great book about smal people..By D. ArmstrongAgression on
Bosnia 1992-1995. This book is giving extraordinary testimonies about small everyday people who helped others,
cherishing compassion and human kindness, even many times putting them-self in deadly situations, crossing the lines
of ethnic divisions, religions or political opinion. All stories are proof that human goodness must prevail over human
darkness, that human being alone and small as it look,can make huge difference in our world. Bosnian story can
happen anywhere, so it is highly recomended in todays world, where more compassion is needed in our every day
life.Thank you Svetlanafor your great work.

In the 1990s Svetlana Broz, granddaughter of former Y ugoslav head of state Marshal Tito, volunteered her services as
aphysician in war-torn Bosnia. She discovered that her patients were not only in need of medical care, but that they
urgently had a story to tell, astory suppressed by nationalist politicians and the mainstream media. What Broz heard
compelled her to devote herself over the next several years to the collection of firsthand testimonies from the war.
These testimonies show that ordinary people can and do resist the murderous ideology of genocide even under the
most terrible historical circumstances. We are introduced to Mile Plakalovic, a magnificent humanist, who drove his
taxi through the streets of Sargjevo, picking the wounded up off the sidewalk and delivering food and clothing to
young and old, even when the bombing was at its worst. We meet Velimir Milosevic, poet, who traveled with an actor
and entertained children as they hid in basements to avoid the bombing and gunfire, and we hear the stories of
countless others who put themselves in grave danger to help others, regardless of ethnic background. Faced with a
world in which unspeakable crimes not only went unpunished but were rewarded with glory, profit, and power, the
Bosnians of al faiths who testify in this book were starkly confronted with the limits and possibilities of their own
ethical choices. Here, in their own words they describe how people helped one another across ethnic lines and refused
the myths promoted by the engineers of genocide. This book refutes the stereotype of inevitable natural enmitiesin the
Balkans and reveals the responsibility of individual actions and political manipulations for the genocide; it is a searing
portrait of the experience of war as well as a provocative study of the possibilities of resistance and solidarity. The
testimonies reverberate far beyond the frontiers of the former Y ugoslavia. This compelling book is essential reading
for anyone who wants to understand the reality on the ground of the ethnic conflicts of the late twentieth and the
twenty-first centuries.

"For every front line soldier there are dozens, if not hundreds, of ordinary people whose lives are affected by conflict.
To most, the mere act of survival is all-consuming. Some commit remarkable acts of heroism and afew place
themselves in great danger by reaching out across conflict lines to people in need. The people in this book are
ordinary. Their stories are anything but ordinary. In view of this, their testimonies are all the more necessary. That in
itself makes this an important book." Her Majesty Queen Noor, Member of the International Commission for Missing
Persons (ICMP)"Broz has collected stories of those who had refused to put their ethnicity ahead of their
humanity...Thisis aprecious testimony.” The Boston GlobeAbout the AuthorDr. Svetlana BrozDr. Svetlana Broz,
cardiologist, is currently Director of the NGO Garden of the Righteous in Saragjevo, the President of the Board of The
First Children's Embassy in the World and a member of various NGOs, including the Association of |ndependent
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