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Diane C. Arkins : Glorious Fourth of July, The: Old-Fashioned Treats and Treasures from America's Patriotic 
Past  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Glorious Fourth 
of July, The: Old-Fashioned Treats and Treasures from America's Patriotic Past: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good choice for the holiday.By skodmeisterFun book to have on 
display over the 4th celebration. Helps recall simpler times and family patriotism. Good choice enjoyed by many..

Americans have long reveled in honoring the nation's birthday with intense enthusiasm. The Fourth of July holiday 
evokes images of jubilant parades, star-spangled banners, and glittering flashes of fireworks while drums and whistles 
sound in the background with an unmatched sense of splendor and excitement. In her third book with Pelican, author 
Diane C. Arkins paints an evocative picture of the celebratory festivities of Independence Days past by presenting a 
wealth of inspiration for decorating and entertainment, which were taken directly from the pages of the leading 
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periodicals of that bygone era. She combines the exceptional ideas with page after page of authentic photographs, 
artistic vintage postcards, and patriotic memorabilia.

From the Inside FlapIndependence Day evokes images of jubilant parades, star-spangled banners, and glittering 
flashes of fireworks while drums and whistles sound in the background. A celebration that has united communities for 
decades, the Fourth of July is splendidly captured in this scrapbook of our patriotic past. Bringing the holiday to life 
with vintage photographs and illustrations, Diane C. Arkins has compiled the essential handbook for hosting 
traditional Independence Day festivities with the flourish of the old-fashioned revelries.Spanning late-nineteenth and 
early-twentieth-century popular customs, this book is packed with party and decorating ideas, delicious menus, and 
games, as well as inspiring poems and prose. Arkins also features patriotic collectibles such as fireworks memorabilia, 
parade ribbons, and party favors. From the Back CoverAt the turn of the twentieth century, the Fourth of July was a 
heartfelt patriotic revelry. A time when neighborhoods were trimmed to the treetops with streamers and flags, 
community gatherings ran the gamut from games and impassioned oratory to prizes for the "best beard." It was an era 
when kids delighted in the POP of fireworks, patriotic poems found legions of appreciative readers, and fruit ices and 
whirling parasols kept the midsummer heat at bay. It was a glorious time indeed.Anyone searching for that touch of 
old-fashioned panache to add to their own Independence Day celebrations will find inspiration in The Glorious Fourth 
of July: Old-Fashioned Treats and Treasures from America's Patriotic Past. Colorful images of early-twentieth-century 
postcards, authentic photographs, and examples of vintage patriotic memorabilia serve as the stunning backdrop while 
Diane C. Arkins treats her readers to tips for July 4 decorating, entertaining, food, and fun, just as the information 
appeared in the magazines and newspapers a century ago.Arkins is also the author of the Pelican titles Halloween: 
Romantic Art and Customs of Yesteryear, Halloween: Romantic Art and Customs of Yesteryear Postcard Book, and 
Halloween Merrymaking: An Illustrated Celebration of Fun, Food, and Frolics from Halloweens Past.About the 
AuthorDiane C. Arkins graduated with a B.S. in journalism from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. She first 
published feature stories at age nineteen in Seventeen, Co-Ed, and Woman's Day magazines. She has also been a 
contributing editor for Country Accents magazine and writes regularly for several national magazines. Arkins's other 
titles include Halloween: Romantic Art and Customs of Yesteryear, Halloween: Romantic Art and Customs of 
Yesteryear Postcard Book, and Halloween Merrymaking: An Illustrated Celebration of Fun, Food, and Frolics from 
Halloweens Past, all published by Pelican. 


