(Read free ebook) Global Catastrophic Risks

Global Catastrophic Risks

Nick Bostrom, Milan M. Cirkovic
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

P, N5 o1's; @ 4
Globalwe
Catastrophic
RIGKS s oo

& Download

#82202 in Books imusti 2011-08-01 2011-08-010riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 6.10 x 1.10 x 9.001, 1.70
#File Name: 0199606501576 pagesOxford University Press USA | File size: 65.Mb

Nick Bostrom, Milan M. Cirkovic : Global Catastrophic Risks before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Global Catastrophic Risks:

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A work of tremendous importance.By TretiakThis book isa
compendium of what are referred to as GCRs (Global Catastrophic Risks) that represent future risks and cases, and
merit much consideration if the human speciesis to survive into the future. Some of the cases given can seem "out
there" so to speak in that they can seem like very futuristic and remote possibilities, but nonetheless are still very
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pertinent for the continuity of humanity. Social collapse, astrophysical catastrophes, technological breakthroughs,
apocalyptic ideas given social consideration and credibility, thermonuclear war, and biases in human reasoning are all
among the broad categories discussed within the books content. Some areas could have been expanded upon more, and
other areas have an intermix of technical jargon here and there. This book would due very well to people looking to
supplement their efforts for things like social work and for people in scientific disciplines, and to get a sense of general
awareness and exposure from expertsin the field as to how relevant these issues aready are, or are going to becomein
the future.Probably the most dangerous future risk is going to be the advent of real Artificial Intelligence within our
lifetime or very near into the future. Eliezer Y udkowsky is the top figurehead and spokesman for factorsinvolved in
thisrisk and is the editor for this specific risk within the book. If our fears are to become areality, then it doesn't
matter much of whatever else we get right. Many of the other risks to worry about, we already have awealth of
information on their occurrences, how they work, how likely they are to affect us, and how they will affect us when
they come. The risks concerning the arrival of Al however are far more dangerous in that thisisn't an experiment that
we get to practically represent so that reality can beat us over the head with the correct answer. If we are to achieve
true FAI (Friendly Artificial Intelligence as Y udkowsky callsit) then a massive amount of dedication, money and
effort is needed for research needed to avoid areal disaster. If our aims are achieved and realized however, many of
the other risks and concerns we have can be offset to the handling of an intelligence much greater than ourselves with
a higher probability and likelihood of being overcome.We are passing through a stage where we are beginning to
create problems that are beyond our current capacity to provide solutions for. This book is probably the best general
and somewhat technical primer to become acquainted with serious problems we are currently facing and that we will
inevitably arrive at in the future. If you are truly keen to getting involved in with the kinds of problems we will have to
confront, this book isindispensable.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Quite athriller! By
NineLivesFascinating! No catastropheis left out. This book covers everything from tidal waves and social collapse to
the end of the solar system and universe in billions of years. But | have to warn you, the world does not feel quite so
safe and cozy after reading this book. It's quite athriller.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but overall a
goodBy davzinclA bit long winded, but overall a good read

A global catastrophic risk is one with the potential to wreak death and destruction on aglobal scale. In human history,
wars and plagues have done so on more than one occasion, and misguided ideologies and totalitarian regimes have
darkened an entire eraor aregion. Advances in technology are adding dangers of a new kind. It could happen again.In
Global Catastrophic Risks 25 leading experts ook at the gravest risks facing humanity in the 21st century, including
asteroid impacts, gamma-ray bursts, Earth-based natural catastrophes, nuclear war, terrorism, global warming,
biological weapons, totalitarianism, advanced nanotechnology, genera artificial intelligence, and socia collapse. The
book also addresses over-arching issues - policy responses and methods for predicting and managing catastrophes.
Thisisinvaluable reading for anyone interested in the big issues of our time; for students focusing on science, society,
technology, and public policy; and for academics, policy-makers, and professionals working in these acutely important
fields.

* from previous edition This volume is remarkably entertaining and readable...It's risk assessment meets science
fiction.' Natural Hazards Observer The book works well, providing a mine of peer-reviewed information on the great
risks that threaten our own and future generations.' Nature We should welcome this fascinating and provocative book.'
Martin J Rees (from foreword) [Provides] a mine of peer-reviewed information on the great risks that threaten our
own and future generations." NatureAbout the AuthorNick Bostrom, PhD, is Director of the Future of Humanity
Institute, in the James Martin 21st Century School, at Oxford University. He previously taught at Y ale University in
the Department of Philosophy and in the Yale Institute for Social and Policy Studies. Bostrom has served as an expert
consultant for the European Commission in Brussels and for the Central Intelligence Agency in Washington DC. He
has advised the British Parliament, the European Parliament, and many other public bodies on issues relating to
emerging technologies.Milan M. Cirkovic, PhD, is a senior research associate of the Astronomical Observatory of
Belgrade, (Serbia) and a professor of Cosmology at Department of Physics, University of Novi Sad (Serbia). He
received both his PhD in Physics and his MSc in Earth and Space Sciences from the State University of New Y ork at
Stony Brook (USA) and his BSc in Theoretical Physics was received from the University of Belgrade.



