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Wade Shepard : Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Citieswithout Peoplein the World's Most Populated
Country (Asian Arguments) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al
praised Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian
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Arguments):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Amazingly descriptive, well written and researched bookBy
rickGhost Cities of Chinaisan impressive and fascinating book to read. Wade Shepard is an amazingly descriptively
writer. It is apparent that he extensively visited and researched the places he wrote about. This book isamust for al
who want to learn more about Chinese culture and it's financial intrigue. | advise anyone who isinterested in learning
more about Chinato read this well written and researched book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five
StarsBy Just JulienExtremely interesting read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Read - 5
Stars !By Roger Y ounglnteresting read on the most populated place on the planet.

Over the next couple of decades, it is estimated that 250 million Chinese citizens will move from rural areas into cities,
pushing the countrys urban population over one billion. China has built hundreds of new cities and urban districts over
the past thirty years, and hundreds more are set to be built by 2030 as the central government kicks its urbanization
initiative into overdrive. As Chinaredraws its map with new cities, it isn't just creating new urban areas, but also
engineering anew culture and way of life. Y et, many of these new cities, such as the infamous Kangbashi and

Y ujiapu, stand nearly empty, construction having ground to a halt due to the loss of investors and colossal debt. In
Ghost Cities of China, Wade Shepard examines this phenomenon up close. He posits that the shedding of traditional
socia structuresin the country is at an advanced stage, and arootless, consumption-centric globalized cultureis
rapidly taking its place. Incorporating interviews and on-the-ground investigation, Ghost Cities of China examines
Chinas under-populated modern cities and the countrys overly ambitious building program.

"Having grown up in the 'rust belt' of America, Wade Shepard is familiar with the emptiness and ruin of citiesin
decline. In Ghost Cities of China he guides us on a comprehensive - yet still often intimate - tour of cities "that are just
being born." Through his in depth engagement of the country's vast urbanization on the cusp of its emergence, Shepard
exposes both the myths and realities of China's ghost cities; haunted spaces, which are not dead and abandoned, but
rather have yet to cometo life."-Anna Greenspan, author of Shanghai Future: Modernity Remade



