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Andrey Reznikov : George Orwell's Theory of Language  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised George Orwell's Theory of Language: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Did he have a theory?By Michael ValdivielsoAndei Reznikov 
explores the ideas and issues behind Orwell's use of and belief in language within his works, with the focus being on 
1984. And while Orwell may have never formally published a theory it seems to be a sure thing that he had some kind 
of idea, in his head, on how language worked - for good or for bad. I believe the author in his book does a good job of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=059519320X


trying to make clear what Orwell thought about language and takes a stab at putting into words, or theory, Orwell's 
thoughts on the subject. If not Orwell's theory of language I do think it is along the lines of Orwell's beliefs and 
feelings on the topic. A good try.May I also suggest the following books. First, please read Gulliver's Travels (Dover 
Thrift Editions) or The system of Basic English if you can. Of course you would want to read Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
but also try to get your hands on Language of the Third Reich: LTI: Lingua Tertii Imperii or Totalitarian Language: 
Orwell's Newspeak and Its Nazi and Communist Antecedents which should both be available in print. Reading them 
before will help alot to understand the author's point-of-view. You may not agree with him but it would help you 
understand his logic and reasons. Enjoy!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Just one mans paths.By 
corrine MartinAll of Orwell's paths can't be traced. This is just one of the "mind roads" he traveled... so many theories 
about one man's thoughts.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy John FowlerNecessary 
reading for the Orwell scholar.

There is not a single book that gives a systematic description of George Orwells views on language. Andrei Reznikovs 
work is the first attempt to fill this gap. Reznikov puts together the pieces of Orwells language puzzle, scattered 
throughout his essays, diaries, letters, radio talks and fiction, and proposes the Newspeak model as Orwells way to 
formulate his theory. The theory is then tested with illustrative examples from three languagesmodern English, Nazi 
German, and Soviet Russian. Finally, the author describes bias-free language as an implementation of Orwells ideas.
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