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George Inness : George Inness: Writings and Reflections on Art and Philosophy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised George Inness: Writings and Reflections on Art and 
Philosophy: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Best written descriptionsBy Scott LloydThis book is a 
compendium of interesting letters, articles, and essays concerning Inness, interspersed with a few reproductions. I 
don't recommend this book for the art but this is the best book for text. Of special interest is the essay by Inness' son 
about Inness' technique.For the best reproductions I recommend George Inness: A Catalogue Raisonne (expensive but 
worth it if you are a hard core Inness enthusiast).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Cynthia KathInteresting!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Intriguing but Dare I Say Frustrating and 
SkimpyBy ancient cheddarI just discovered Inness, or rediscovered him - his paintings touch the subconscious and are 
almost what you would remember from a dream. I bought this book to read his writings on art, metaphysics - and am 
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distressed that this book offers so little of them. There is a fifty page introduction by the editor Bell, with numerous 
pages of footnotes. Then follow about forty pages of interviews with Inness that were done by curious art editors of 
the time. Then at last we come to the supposed meat of the book, his writings. But this section is only fory pages 
long.In the writings section, there are a few lectures, some letters - to associates, his daughter, letters to the Editor, and 
business letters - a lecture he gave on color, five pages long. There are a few of his poems. Then the remainder of the 
book, half of the book, is text written by other people about him.We are told over and over from various sources, that 
Inness was preoccupied with metaphysics and religion and wrote essays, but there isn't but a taste of it, on view here. It 
is also somewhat annoying that the editor seems to stress that Inness's views were Swedenborgian and cherry picks 
sentences to bolster her view. All in all, this is an incomplete book of Inness's thought, to say the least.

George Inness's key statements on ideas central to American social and cultural thought.The writings of nineteenth-
century American artists, such as Washington Allston, Asher B. Durand, and Thomas Cole, have long been considered 
essential expressions of the American creative perspective. Now, for the first time, the ideas of George Inness (1825-
1894), one of America's greatest landscape painters, are assembled in one volume. George Inness: Writings and 
Reflections on Art and Philosophy reveals Inness to have been one of the most intelligent and knowledgeable public 
figures of his generation, an artist-philosopher not only deeply engaged with the history of art but also with ideas that 
resided at the center of American social and intellectual history.In search of knowledge, Inness wrote and discoursed 
on evolutionary biology, science, mathematics, numerology, psychology, philosophy, and especially theology. This 
volume assembles the key sources, many hitherto unpublished, on Inness's ideas: his essays, poems, and letters; 
interviews and public debates with leading critics; comments in biographical profiles; and key passages from his 
biography, Life, Art, and Letters of George Inness. Together, these texts reveal Inness's discontent with the gradually 
diminishing authority of the divine from the story of human creation, a conflict at the center of nineteenth-century 
American religious and social thought and one that inspired Inness's own magnificent contributions to America's 
cultural heritage. 12 color illustrations, 10 in black and white.


