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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. My FavoriteBy B. DavisI received this book in the mail yesterday 
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and read it, off and on, all day. I can't believe all the reference material that is found here. As a true bibliophile, I have 
many books about books in my collection, but this one has moved right to the top as my favorite. It lists many of the 
best modern works in print and will help me, in the future, to have more discerning tastes in the books I read. I am 
completely satisfied and highly recommend it to others.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
"Genreflecting" is a good reference for those in a position where they are ...By G. Marsh"Genreflecting" is a good 
reference for those in a position where they are asked to recommend books for library patrons or book store 
customers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love this book!By Carol FairbanksThis used to be a text 
book in library school. Easy to use for reference.

This is the classic readers' advisory tool and text, updated and improved for today's users. Genres and reading trends 
are demystified as more than 5,000 titles are classified, with two new chapters on Christian fiction and emerging 
genres. You'll also find essays by genre experts and the foremost proponents of readers' advisory today.For the past 
150 years, America's public libraries have supplied billions of books to billions of people, and most of those books 
have been (and continue to be) popular fiction. The new edition of Genreflecting explains not only what library 
patrons are reading, but why. In the process, it casts reading in a new light, demonstrating the way in which it 
functions as an essential information service that creates communities in culturally democratic ways.Focusing on what 
today's readers read, this classic guide introduces current genre fiction and popular reading tastes. By defining genres, 
describing their features and characteristics, and grouping titles by genre, subgenre, and theme, the book helps those 
who work with readers understand distinct patterns in reading habits and book selection. It thus helps users identify 
read-alikes and other titles their patrons will enjoy.Genreflecting has become a standard reference and readers' 
advisory tool for library practitioners, and an insightful text for students of library and information science. Building 
upon previous editions, this new volume features informative essays on the essence, history, and latest trends of 
various genres, contributed by top scholars and genre experts, edited by Dr. Wayne Wiegand. New chapters on 
Christian fiction and emerging genres (women's fiction and chick lit) have been added. In addition, more than 5,000 
titles, approximately one-third new to this edition, are classified, focusing on titles published since the last edition 
along with perennial classics and benchmark titles. The popular feature D's Picks identifies new and noteworthy titles 
in each genre. Other features new to this edition include lists of selected classic authors and titles in each genre, 
sections on genreblends in those areas where they occur (e.g., horror/humor, mystery/romance), and three new essays. 
The Social Nature of Reading by Dr. Wiegand, The Readers' Advisory Interview by Dr. Catherine Ross, and A Brief 
History of Readers' Advisory by Melanie A. Kimball offer further insight into the nature and importance of this field. 
A standard professional tool for readers' advisors, and an invaluable collection development guide and text, this is a 
must-purchase for all libraries. Young adult and adult or Grades 10 and up.

From BooklistWhat's new in the sixth edition of this readers'-advisory classic? A new chapter on Christian fiction is 
divided into familiar subgenres, among them romance, historical romance, gentle reads, mystery, fantasy, and 
westerns. A chapter on "emerging genres" treats women's fiction and chick lit. New introductory chapters discuss the 
social nature of reading, the history of readers'-advisory service, and the readers'-advisory interview. And finally, 
many new authors and titles have been added to the suggested reading lists. Mary Ellen QuinnCopyright American 
Library Association. All rights reserved "[G]enreflecting continues to be a very user-friendly source for RA. This is 
the best edition yet." - Reference User Services Quarterly"Classic resource." - Booklist"This reference guide to genre 
fiction offers so much more than just a range of suggestions to assist readers' advisors." - VOYAAbout the 
AuthorDiana Tixier Herald, winner of the Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult Services Award, is program and 
outreach manager at Delta County Libraries, Delta, CO, and an author, readers' advisory consultant, workshop 
presenter, and speaker.Wayne A. Wiegand is the F. William Summers Professor of Library and Information Studies, 
and professor of American Studies, Florida State University, Tallahassee. Published widely, Dr. Wiegand has received 
numerous awards for distinguished professional activities, including the Herbert Putnam Award, the Justin Winsor 
Award, and the ALISE Research Paper Award. 


