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Jens Meierhenrich : Genocide: A Reader  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Genocide: A Reader: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Major reader on genocideBy E. N. AndersonGenocide continues to 
be astonishingly neglected. There are dozens of books on the problems of the banks for every one on this appalling 
crime, which killed over 100,000,000 people in the last 100 years. The present reader should do a great deal to help--it 
is a huge, comprehensive, very well-selected set of readings that cover all aspects of genocide. It is notably better than 
previous readers on the subject. Many of the major authors are in here, as well as reporters, literary writers, historians 
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and other observers. There are long sections on "courts" and judgments and on "cures." Most of the readings are short, 
but there is plenty of guidance for further reading. This book is a major achievement and should be on every historian's 
and political scientist's desk. I hope it will get more attention to a crime that is easily preventable--it has recently been 
prevented in several countries that were on the brink--but still happens, because the world community just isn't geared 
up to deal with it. We have to change, and I hope this book will be instrumental in that.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. tried and true, but stillBy Ryan ChiuThis is the go-to reader for those starting to engage in 
genocide studies. Why only three stars? All these articles are excerpts, which isn't necessarily a bad thing, except the 
excerpts sometimes feel like they do not portray the ideas that the original article or book is trying to 
convey.Nevertheless, an excellent place to start; just remember to clarify on the Internet if you are wondering what a 
particular author really meant.

Genocide is a phenomenon that continues to confound scholars, practitioners, and general readers. Notwithstanding 
the carnage of the twentieth century, our understanding of genocide remains partial. Disciplinary boundaries have 
inhibited integrative studies and popular, moralizing accounts have hindered comprehension by advancing simple 
truths in an area where none are to be had. Genocide: A Reader lays the foundations for an improved understanding of 
genocide. With the help of 150 essential contributions, Jens Meierhenrich provides a unique introduction to the myriad 
dimensions of genocide and to the breadth and range of critical thinking that exists concerning it. This innovative 
anthology offers genre-defining as well as genre-bending selections from diverse disciplines - in law, the social 
sciences, and the humanities - as well as from other fields. A wide-ranging introductory chapter on the study and 
history of genocide accompanies the carefully curated and annotated collection. By revisiting the past of genocide 
studies and imagining its future, Genocide: A Reader is an indispensable resource for novices and specialists alike.

"This monumental compilation provides a compelling and up-to-date survey of genocide starting with its contested 
definition and historical patterns and moving to its widespread ramifications, including responses in law, media, and 
psychology. Jens Meierhenrich has done students, teachers, and the public a great service in collecting these 
sometimes little-known materials and capturing the state of a pivotal discussion in so comprehensive and responsible a 
way."--Samuel Moyn, author of The Last Utopia: Human Rights in History "A multidimensional, complex, fluid, and 
ever-expanding concept, genocide can be bewildering and confusing. Here is a comprehensive yet eclectic guide that 
offers all you need to know."-- Stathis Kalyvas, author of The Logic of Violence in Civil War "With its comprehensive 
introduction and compilation of critical essays in the field, this volume will be a key resource for anyone - students, 
scholars, practitioners, or lay readers -- interested in genocide."--Alex Hinton, author of Why Did They Kill? 
Cambodia in the Shadow of Genocide "Owing to the editor's carefully informed study, this reader is complex and 
sophisticated; the annotations that preface each selection highlight his deep engagement with the topic and push 
readers to consider broader issues in genocide studies. Meierhenrich succeeds in offering 'an alternative canon for the 
study of genocide.' Summing up: Essential."--CHOICEAbout the AuthorJens Meierhenrich is Associate Professor of 
International Relations at the London School of Economics, and previously taught at Harvard University. His books 
include Lawfare and The Legacies of Law, which won the American Political Science Association's 2009 Woodrow 
Wilson Foundation Award for the best book on government, politics, or international affairs. He is currently at work 
on a genocide trilogy. 


