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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book arrived on time and in excellent condition.By Rosemary 
PancakeWomen went from reconstruction to suffrage. In both the North and South women found that they could deal 
with all aspects of life and had to learn how to move into society by changing laws.12 of 13 people found the 
following review helpful. A Fresh Perspective on the Reconstuction SouthBy A CustomerLaura Edwards adds another 
dimension to Reconstruction history with her community study of Granville County, North Carolina. Edwards uses 
gender and political analysis to show how reconstruction politics penetrated into private life. According to Edwards, 
elite white men viewed black men, and white and black women as dependents in the antebellum South. The 
Confederacy's defeat and the subsequent reconstruction of the former Confederate states endangered this existing 
system. Edwards uses post-war Granville County as a case study of white elite attempts at maintaining the antebellum 
political system. What sets Edwards' scholarship apart, however, is her examination of family and gender relations, as 
opposed to strictly political evidence. The accounts Edwards uses are both compelling and effective. This makes this 
book an important addition to reconstruction history, as well as an enjoyable and captivating read. The book is full of 
new evidence, as well as interesting revisions of previously used sources. Her deft analysis of post-war women's 
literature provides examples of prevalent gender roles. Moreover, Edwards argues that the Knights of Labor was 
created in order to reinforce these same roles. This books is intriguing, but one must resist the temptation to see 
Granville County as the entire South. Edwards provides an effective framework, but her study only speaks for one 
county in North Carolina. This does not, however, diminish the importance of this book, or the influence it will no 
doubt have on future scholarship. Although small in scope, Edward's monograph serves as a refreshing analysis of one 
section of the Reconstruction South. This book is a must read for students of Reconstruction history or women's 
history, or those interested in a refreshing new perspective on postbellum North Carolina.

Exploring the gendered dimension of political conflicts, Laura Edwards links post-Civil War transformations in 
private and public life. She illustrates how ideas about men's and women's roles within households shaped the ways 
groups of southerners - elite and poor, white and black, Democrat and Republican - envisioned the public arena and 
their own places in it. By using those on the margins to define the center, Edwards demonstrates that Reconstruction 
was a complicated process of conflict and negotiation that lasted beyond 1877 and involved all southerners and every 
aspect of life.


