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The U.S.-Mexico border is frequently presented by contemporary media as a violent and dangerous place. But that is 
not a new perception. For decades the border has been constructed as a topographic metaphor for all forms of 
illegality, in which an ineffable link between space and violence is somehow assumed. The sociological and cultural 
implications of violence have recently emerged at the forefront of academic discussions about the border. And yet few 
studies have been devoted to one of its most disturbing manifestations: gender violence. This book analyzes this 
pervasive phenomenon, including the femicides in Ciudad Jurez that have come to exemplify, at least for the media, its 
most extreme manifestation. 

This book contributes to literary and cultural studies and especially to communications, with fascinating critiques of 
the print and television media in Ciudad Jurez. Kathleen Staudt, author of Violence and Activism at the Border: 
Gender, Fear, and Everyday Life in Ciudad Jurez 


