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The Americas (Peace Corps at 50): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Put me right on the busBy Joanne RollThis is a wonderfully written 
series of Peace Corps stories from Latin America. It has been almost fifty yearssince I served in Colombia as a 
Volunteer. Yet, with the first story I read, I was back. The stories span the five decades.Some are heart warming like 
"Ecuadorian Beisbal," and some heartbreaking, "The Birth." All are true.Joanne Roll2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. A great collectionBy Dancing JackarooI'm a fan of Travelers' Tales and so I was intrigued by their 
Peace Corps series. I haven't had the money to purchase all 4 books in this series yet, so I purchased this book to share 
with a friend because it covered the one part of the world that neither of us had been to yet.One of the things I love 
about Travelers' Tales books is the way they choose a narrow focus and then find excellent writing about that area or 
subject. This book was no exception. The varying stories by different Peace Corps authors took me to different parts of 
Latin America and gave me insights into some of the different countries and their cultures, as well as some ideas on 
what Peace Corps volunteers really DO when they are overseas. I enjoyed the mix of stories, from short to long and 
both light and serious. I also found this book helpful in giving me other authors to pursue -- some of the authors in this 
section had written full-length books as well that I don't think I would have found otherwise. And while my friend has 
not finished the book yet, she has also been impressed with what she's read so far.

Take some Inca, Aztec, Maya, and Moche, mix in Spanish, French, English, Dutch and Danish, stir it to the rhythmic 
beat of Africa and what do you get? A zesty brew, expressed in a callaloo soup of language, food, music, and religion. 
So much passion, so much sorrow. What seems familiar in the Americas often is not. For Peace Corps Volunteers, 
there is nothing to do but learn the language, roll up their sleeves, and get busy working alongside strangers who steal 
their hearts away. These stories take you on overland journeys to the Amazon Basin, into a village in Honduras 
terrorized by insurgent forces, and to the ball fields of Ecuador for an unusual game of "beisbol."


