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James (Buddy) C. (Carlton) Howell : Gangs in America's Communities  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gangs in America's Communities: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Use caution with Kindle. The kind edition is different ...By UCUse 
caution with Kindle. The kind edition is different from the book. It is the 2nd. Edition, whereas the book is the first 
edition. The information in the second IS different. is aware.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy customerGreat book, learned a lot0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Annette E. 
BrownGreat book

This book provides a comprehensive, up-to-date, and theoretically-grounded approach to gangs and youth violence. It 
covers significant topics of interest to gang scholars and practitioners and, in doing so, serves to prepare students to 
work with gang members, develop and manage anti-gang programs, or engage in scholarly endeavors. The book 
introduces readers to the foundations of gang studies through the origins of gangs, definitions and categories of 
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youth/street gangs (and the distinctions between these arguably different types), national and international trends, 
distinguishing features of serious street gangs, what works with gangs and what doesnt, and myths and realities. James 
Howells extensive experience in this area allows access to the most authoritative national survey data on gang trends, 
providing insight into topics such as female gangs, migration of gang members, small-town gangs versus the major 
adult gangs in large cities, gang homicides and drug trafficking.

About the AuthorDr. James C. (Buddy) Howell is a senior research associate with the National Gang Center, in 
Tallahassee, Florida, where he has worked for 19 years. He formerly worked at the U.S. Department of Justice for 23 
years, mostly as director of research and program development in the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention. He has published 50 works on youth and street gangs, and a similar number on juvenile justice and 
delinquency prevention, and seven books on both topics. His gang publication topics include street gang history; gang 
homicides; drug trafficking; gangs in schools; hybrid gangs; myths about gangs; risk factors; gang problem trends; 
gang history in the U.S.; and what works in preventing gang activity, combating gangs, and reducing gang crime. He is 
very active in helping states and localities reform their juvenile justice systems and use evidence-based programs and 
in working with these entities to address youth gang problems in a balanced approach. 


