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Ronet Bachman, Russell K. Schutt : Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fundamentals of Research in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Good CJ BookBy Carl Franklin, JD/PhDI am a professor of CJ at a 
state university where I teach Research Design at the junior/senior level. I use this book in my class and the students 
seem to like it. Price is perfect for college level classes, especially in an age when the average textbook price is over 
$150.The text hits the major research topics, and explanations are fairly good. I especially like the extra effort at 
including ethical and decision processes for students to consider. Too many text ignore ethical problems in research, 
so it's nice to have in a text like this.My only complaint is the focus on criminology. It is a bit heavy. The publisher 
promises a "big picture" approach, but it isn't nearly as big as it could be. In short, the approach is more about 
criminology theory than it is about public policy analysis. I'd like to see more "real world" application in areas such as 
policy analysis, application research, and law enforcement management research.I'd recommend this book for other 
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instructors for two reasons: (1) price and (2) ease of reading. I've not published with Sage, so I don't have a reason to 
push their books. I've found that they generally produce usable products, and this text is no exception.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Required TextBy momdukes 04Excellent Price. Book came quickly. I ordered this 
book for a class, it came quickly and was an excellent price. Ordered this edition by accident. It turned out I was able 
to use this edition and it was 1/3 the price of the required edition. I was able to do all the assignments that were 
required for the course with this edition.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Richard J. 
PetersenUSING IT THIS SEMESTER

Using a lively, informal writing style to address research methods questions, The Fundamentals of Research in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice sheds light on how criminal research is conducted and helps students understand 
and appreciate the results. This brief textbook, derived from Bachman and Schutts popular The Practice of Research in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice, Third Edition, offers more concise examples and less coverage of more complex 
methods than the original. Using both quantitative and qualitative studies, The Fundamentals of Research delineates 
how each methodology has been used to improve our understanding of criminal justice-related issues. Key Features 
and Benefits Applies research methodology with plenty of in-depth examples taken from real criminal justice research, 
helping students better understand the big picture of research methods and their policy implications for the field 
Combines qualitative and quantitative approaches, providing a balanced and complete view of research methods 
Integrates ethical concerns and ethical decision making throughout the text, encouraging students to appreciate the 
ethical dilemmas researchers face at each step of the research process Includes extensive end-of-chapter exercises and 
appendices, with step-by-step procedures for conducting literature reviews and guidance on how to read and analyze 
research articles 

"After reviewing several texts supposedly designed for undergraduate criminal justice students, I decided that this 
book clearly will be the most useful for helping my students understand research design issues. The presentation is 
straightforward and easy to read and the examples are topical and concise." (Mary West-Smith )About the 
AuthorRonet Bachman, PhD, is Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice at the 
University of Delaware. She is coauthor of Statistical Methods for Crime and Criminal Justice (3rd ed.), and coeditor 
of Explaining Crime and Criminology: Essays in Contemporary Criminal Theory. In addition, she is author of Death 
and Violence on the Reservation; coauthor of Stress, Culture, and Aggression in the United States; coauthor of Murder 
American Style; and coauthor of Violence: The Enduring Problem as well as numerous articles and papers that 
examine the epidemiology and etiology of violence, with a particular emphasis on women, the elderly, and minority 
populations. She is currently the Co-PI of a National Institute of Justicefunded study to examine the trajectories of 
drug-involved offenders 10 years after release from prison using a mixed-method design.Russell K. Schutt, Ph.D., is 
Professor and Chair of Sociology at the University of Massachusetts, Boston and Lecturer on Sociology in the 
Department of Psychiatry (Beth Israel-Deaconess Medical Center) at the Harvard Medical School. He completed his 
B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. (1977) degrees at the University of Illinois at Chicago and was a Postdoctoral Fellow in the 
Sociology of Social Control Training Program at Yale University (19771979). In addition to Investigating the Social 
World: The Process and Practice of Research, now in its 6th edition, Making Sense of the Social World 3/e (with Dan 
Chambliss), and adaptations for the fields of social work (with Ray Engel) and criminology/criminal justice (with 
Ronet Bachman), he is the author of Organization in a Changing Environment, coeditor of The Organizational 
Response to Social Problems, and coauthor of Responding to the Homeless: Policy and Practice. He has authored and 
coauthored numerous journal articles, book chapters, and research reports on homelessness, service preferences and 
satisfaction, mental health, organizations, law, and teaching research methods. His recent funded research experience 
includes a National Cancer Institute-funded study of community health workers and recruitment for cancer clinical 
trials, and a National Institute of Mental Health-funded study of housing alternatives for homeless persons diagnosed 
with severe mental illness. His publications in peer-reviewed journals range in focus from the effect of social context 
on cognition, satisfaction and functioning to the service preferences of homeless persons and service personnel, the 
admission practices of craft unions, and the social factors in legal decisions. 


