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14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A Must ReadBy Darlene ReynoldsThisis one of the scariest
books | have ever read. Parts have made me so sick | thought | was going to throw up. The inhumanity is horrific.
Socialist/Communist loving Americans need to wake up and read what happens when government takes total control
of your life. A recurring theme of these martyrsis the disbelieve that it was happening to them or that it was all some
kind of misunderstanding which would be quickly resolved. Most had no idea what they did or why they were arrested
and they truly believed they would be let go even up to the minute of their death. Get this book. Read it. Digest it. Pass
it along to afriend. Better yet, passit along to a Progressive! 34 of 34 people found the following review helpful. This
book should scare you terrify youBy Geoff PuterbaughPerhaps the most terrifying statement | have read in my life
comes in footnote #2 to the Introduction of this magisterial work:"In September 2000 | asked a class of over 300
students (at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, campus where | taught) how many of them had learned
anything about repression in Communist countries in high school. Not one hand was raised. | also asked how many
had heard the word "Gulag" --- four of them had." So: Communism produced 100 million corpses, and the people
responsible for this, the greatest slaughter in history, are covering it up. It is not to be taught, anywhere.Small wonder
that Paul Hollander had to spend almost a decade finding a publisher for this book. (!!)4 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. Everyone should read this.By Tyler_DavisTrue expose on the horrors of communism. This
book exposes communism in fact. Thisis very different from the theories and lies pushed on college and other
students by "professors" and other educators. Everyone should read this. What makes it even worse is that none of the
mass murderersin every sense of the word have ever been tried for crimes against humanity.

Asaglobal phenomenon, the scale and character of communism is only now coming into focus. The opening of
formerly inaccessible archives and landmark books such as The Black Book of Communism have helped to establish
empirically the extent and brutality of Communist totalitarianism. But what about Communist terror as it was
personally experienced by the dissidents, the so-called obstructionists who stood in the way of the Communists efforts
to create the new man of the socialist utopia? From the Gulag to the Killing Fields is another landmark volumeand the
only one of itskind. Edited by renowned scholar of communism Paul Hollander, it gathers together more than forty
dramatic personal memoirs of Communist violence and repression from political prisoners across the globe. From
these compelling accounts several distinctive features of Communist political violence can be discerned. The most
important, argues Hollander, is that communism was "violence with a higher purpose'that is, it was devised and
undertaken to create a historically superior social system that would not only abolish scarcity, exploitation, and
inequality, but would also create a new and unigue sense of community, social solidarity, and personal fulfillment.
Nothing, of course, was allowed to stand in the way of this effort to radically and totally transform the human
conditionleast of all human beings. But, as Anne Applebaum notes in her foreword, human nature persisted: "Every
person who entered the camps discovered qualities in themselves, both good and evil, that they hadnt previously
known they had. Ultimately, that selfdiscovery is the true subject of most camp memoirs, and the true subject of this
book."

About the AuthorPaul Hollander is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and
an associate of the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. His books include Anti-
Americanism and Political Pilgrims.



