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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Worth the price?By AnonymousUpdate: This review is for the first 
edition. I have not yet consulted the second edition, and will not until it becomes available in a library near me. I will 
never pay so much for any book in this series ever again (prices right now are hovering around $120, print or digital). 
For the last few years I have been working on my own bibliography and correspondence index, so when I do get the 
chance to consult the second edition, I should be in a position to comment on its value relative to the first edition. I can 
guarantee, however, that it's not worth what they are charging for it, unless one has money to throw away. When my 
own bibliography is more or less complete, I will make it available online. Since I made the review below, I have 
become more and more aware of how inadequate the first edition was, so inadequate that the second edition could 
easily be a massive improvement and woefully inadequate at the same time. [/update]It took me a long time to decide I 
needed to buy this book, because the price was so prohibitive. Now I'm not sure it was worth the money. Most of the 
articles and books listed can be found easily with a simple search in any good library database. Of course, this 
technology was not very advanced when the book was published, and the recent developments might be part of why 
no updated and corrected edition of this book has been released. For example, the correspondence index in Chapter 7, 
while useful to an extent, is riddled with careless and unscholarly errors. The book is worth 3 stars because the 
organization of pre-2000 Chopin literature is helpful, but in the 21st century, we should strive to make this sort of 
index-type information available to students online for free. It is not that difficult to do, especially in the context of a 
format that can be continually updated with little effort and no cost. And yet, anyone who now desires to do so must 
take copyright into consideration.

Frdric Chopin: A Research and Information Guide is an annotated bibliography concerning both the nature of primary 
sources related to the composer and the scope and significance of the secondary sources which deal with him, his 
compositions, and his influence as a composer. The second edition includes research published since the publication of 
the first edition and provides electronic resources.

...a useful starting point for scholars....MLA NotesHighly recommended for both researchers and students.Choice, July 
2000 


