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Christopher Foyle : Foyle's Philavery  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Foyle's Philavery: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DAMAGED BOOKBy Tessa BarnardGood day: to be honest, the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0550103295


product did not meet my expectations. The book itself is an amazing publication, however because I could not get it 
anywhere else, I ordered and purchased through '' which was costly indeed! For the price I paid, I would have expected 
the book to arrive in perfect condition. It did not! It is clear to me that in the packaging process, and by means of some 
packaging machine, several of the books' pages have been damaged. I could put see through cellotape on those 
damaged pages, but I would rather return the book and get a copy that is in pristine condition. Thank you. Tessa 
Barnard0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Mury2598Given as a gift6 of 7 people found 
the following review helpful. A delightBy Ralph BlumenauThis is great fun for those who are interested in unusual 
words, even though there is, I think, a slight padding out. By my reckoning at least, some ten words out of the 105 
listed here beginning with the letter A are not really all that unusual. But this must be a somewhat subjective judgment. 
Some 73 of the words under A I had never come across, and that's a pretty good score for this beautifully produced 
book. Would make a lovely present for a philaveryphile!

Philavery (fil-a-vuh-ri) n. An idiosyncratic collection of uncommon and pleasing words. The word "philavery" was 
invented by Christopher Foyle, the chairman of the famous Foyle's Bookshop in London, to describe this book: a 
collection of words chosen simply on the grounds of their aesthetic appeal. Some of the words appeal because of their 
aptness, some for their obscurity, some for their euphony, and some for their quirkiness. As a collection, they represent 
the fruits of a lifetime of reading and will delight all word lovers.

I happen to be one of those people who love these kinds of books, though unfortunately they frequently get lost in the 
melange of frippery that is located around the checkout counter at better bookstores. Anyway, Foyle, who happens to 
own such a bookstore in London, has collected a fair-sized book's worth of odd and distinctive words, his favourite of 
which is "kakistocracy, a system of government where the rulers are the least competent, least qualified or most 
unprincipled citizens"--a word we ought to use more frequently. -- The Morning News Book Digest 20080324 I have 
found many surprises in the Philavery -- I didn't know that alopecia literally means fox mange! -- Roddy Lumsden's 
Blog, www.booksfromscotland.com 20080324About the AuthorChristopher Foyle is the chairman of the famous 
Foyle's Bookshop in London. He resides in Essex, England. 


