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Bonnie Kunzel, Suzanne Manczuk : First Contact: A Reader's Selection of Science Fiction and Fantasy  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised First Contact: A Reader's 
Selection of Science Fiction and Fantasy: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Short synopses of exemplary fantasy/sci-fi novelsBy Midwest Book 
ReviewFirst Contact: A Reader's Selection Of Science Fiction And Fantasy by Bonnie Kunzel (Teen Specialist, 
Princeton Public Library, Mercer County, New Jersey) and Suzanne Manczuk (Adjunct Professor, School of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810840286


Communication, Information and Library Studies, Rutgers University) is a very nicely presented reader's advisory 
book for young adults or anyone else with a just-emerging interest in science fiction and fantasy literature. Listing key 
classics of science fiction and fantasy, as well as intensely popular current titles, First Contact presents a short 
synopsis of each of the exemplary science fiction/fantasy selections. An excellent and very highly recommended 
introductory guide to, and listing of, notable titles, First Contact is also the perfect resource and reference to preparing 
oneself to enjoy a science fiction or fantasy convention!0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. what were 
they thinking?By A CustomerThe book lists every fantasy book ever written by any third rate female author. At the 
same time it misses absolute classics of the genre, for example the Cyberiad or the Roadside Picnic.This is a very 
distorted picture of science fiction and fantasy. If somebody's looking for pointers about books to read, there are much 
better resources both in print and on the web. I'd include URLs but 's policy is that the reviews should not contain 
URLs. So you have to search on your own. But don't worry, it is easy to find better sources than this book.

First Contact is just that, a place for teen or adult readers, to make a first foray into the world of science fiction and 
fantasy. There are classics in each category, as well as current titles popular with both younger and older teens. The 
designations M J S stand for either middle school, grades 6-8, junior high school, grades 7-8, or senior high school, 
grades 10-12.Rather than a comprehensive selection tool, this volume is a beginning reader's advisory book, a key to 
unlock the delicious array of imaginative writings that one finds in these challenging genres.

From School Library JournalFirst Contact contains brief synopses of the authors' favorites in the science-
fiction/fantasy genre for grades 6 to 12. Entries are grouped in topical sections such as "Brain Power," "Time Warp," 
and "Space Opera." Listings include sequels and companion titles by the same author as well as reading-level 
designation from middle school to senior high. This excellent, well-organized title is highly useful for collection 
development and readers' advisory in both public and school libraries.Suzanne Crowder, Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, KYCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. ...this resource will be a 
highly useful readers' advisory tool, especially for the generalist who feels out of his or her element in helping teens 
find good SF and fantasy. (VOYA)An excellent and very highly recommended introductory guide to, and listing of, 
notable titles, First Contact is also the perfect resource and reference to preparing oneself to enjoy a science fiction or 
fantasy convention! (Midwest Book )This excellent, well-organized title is highly useful for collection development 
and readers' advisory in both public and school libraries. (School Library Journal)...contains well-written, concise, 
annotated bibliographies divided into 21 chapters by sub-genre....useful for increasing circulation of books already 
found in existing collections. (The Book Report)About the AuthorBonnie Kunzel is the current President of YALSA, 
the Young Adult Library Services Association, and a Teen Specialist in the Youth Services Department of Princeton 
Public Library. Suzanne Manczuk is Adjunct Professor, Rutgers University, SCILS. She is also Associate s Editor, 
Linworth Publications. 


